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CONOLEY COMPLIMENTED 


Dear Sir: 

While fishing in Lake Jackson on the 
evening of August 30th, I was very much 
impressed by the behavior of a Florida 
Wildlife Officer. In my opinion, that officer’s 
actions should be called to the attention of 
his superiors and to the readers of your 
magazine. 

On that date, Mr. Tom Conoley, Third 
District wildlife officer, approached me to 
make a routine check concerning a fishing 
permit. During our conversation, Mr. Con- 
oley gained my respect with his pleasant 
personality. He seems to have that admirable 
trait of being firm and conscientious while 
at the same time his inquiry was polite, 
courteous and respectful. At the end of our 
conversation, I had no doubt that I would 
have been properly dealt with had I not 
been observing the State fishing laws. On 
the other hand, I could have held no ill 
will for any deserved punishment had I 
been in the wrong. 

This officer’s good nature seems to pre- 
clude any thought of resentment on the 
sportsman’s part. 

BOB LEATHERS 
Tallahassee 


LOST 
Dear Sir: 

I am very interested in fishing and hunting 
as well as wildlife conservation. Recently, I 
have been following the monthly issues of 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE in the school I was 
attending, but since then I have graduated 
and I would like very much to receive these 
magazines. If a subscription is needed, I 
would be very happy to pay, for I believe 
these magazines are of great value to those 
interested in Florida’s wildlife. Thank you 
for your trouble. 

LEONARD HUGHES 
Miami 
(We would be very happy to send 
you a subscription, Leonard, but you 
neglected to enclose your street ad- 
dress.—ED.) 
(Continued on Page 33) 
“Frightened Fawn.” A 
The C2, oe week-old baby makes his 
first contact with man. 


—Photo by Tod Swalm. 
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ET US apply the label correctly. Make no 

mistake about it: The wild forests, the 

streams, the fish and the game of this 
state are public resources. They belong to you 
and me, and the millions of people like us, be- 
cause we are the public. They do not belong to 
you, they do not belong to me, nor to the man 
down the street, individually, but to all of us 
together. We, all of us, are the public. 


Therefore, the persons who destroy our public 
resources are our enemies. They are thieves! 


Worse, they are vandals, they are destroyers, 
and they are criminals. Just as the men who 
destroy our public parks, our streets, or our 
homes are criminals, so, too, are the men who 
destroy or deface our public resources. 


Let us not forget these facts. Those who would 
burn or cut down our publie forests are enemies 
of the public—-you and I. Those who would 
destroy or pollute our streams, rivers, lakes or 
ponds are also our enemies. Those who would 
slaughter or endanger our public wildlife are 
destroying or endangering property that belongs 
to you and me—the public. 


Furthermore, the men who take, trap or kill 
our wildlife in defiance of the public laws are 


defying us, because we are the public. Do not 


forget that the public laws were made to pro- 
tect the property that belongs to the public— 
you and I, together. 


Game-law violators, then, are thieves. Game 
laws were made to protect and conserve the 
wild creatures that belong to the public. With- 
out such laws, our game and fish would grad- 


ually disappear. There would soon be none left 
for you and me—the public—to enjoy. 


So it follows that those who violate the publie 
game laws are helping destroy our public wild- 
hfe. They are actually stealing things from the 
public. They are thieves. 

There can be no excuse for violating these 
laws or these principles. 

Ignorance is no excuse, for it is the duty of 
every individual to acquaint himself fully with 
the public laws. 


Nor does it make any difference whatsoever 
whether you and I, personally, are in full and 
complete agreement with such laws. We, as the 
public, duly elected and appointed certain peo- 
ple to represent us in government, and these 
people, in their wisdom, saw fit to pass certain 
laws designed to protect that property that be- 
longs to us—the public. 

Nor can we excuse the game-law violator on 
the ground that he is our personal friend or 
neighbor. For one who destroys our property 
automatically becomes our enemy. Those who 
destroy public property automatically become 
enemies of the public, and you and I are the 
publie. 


The public should consider game law violators 
as thieves! 


Commissioner, 
Second District 



































HOUGH the tale is an interesting 

one, it is also a gruesome one. It 
is a story of blood and slaughter, of 
greed and ignorance, cruelty and 
thoughtlessness. It is a story that 
stretches down through history to the 
present day. There are many chap- 
ters, some as yet unfolded. There are 
but few bright interludes in it. But 
it is a story that must be repeated 
again and again, because it must be 
remembered. 

It is the story of man’s destruction 
of nature. 

Listen! 

Our story covers many things and 
many years. We will not attempt to 
tell it in chronological order, but only 
as the events come to mind. 

Once upon a time, not so many years 
ago, an estimated 600 million head of 
majestic wild buffalo covered the 
great western plains of North Amer- 
ica. So thick were the giant herds 
of shaggy-headed beasts, sometimes 
called American bison, that they 
moved like a black, storm-tossed sea. 
In their wildness, the great migrat- 
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ing herds often stampeded, and then 
the thunder of their pounding hoofs 
shook the very earth, while clouds 
of thick, acrid dust rose high into 
the air. | 

They were magnificent. They were 
the life, the food and the mainstay 
of many a tribe of savage Indians, 
who thought that their buffalo would 
last forever. 

And then came the white men, Buf- 
falo Bill and Kit Carson among them, 
and the slaughter began. 

Ruthlessly, cruelly, quickly, the 
white men performed their bloody 
work. Quietly, they slipped into the 
peaceful herds, and then, suddenly, 
began firing their guns and stabbing 
with their knives, killing hundreds 
before the dull-witted beasts finally 
stampeded. Yelling and screaming, 
the white men formed in ranks and 
drove the fear-crazed herds over high 
cliffs, letting the animals plunge to 
their deaths on the rocks below. The 
blood ran. The stench of death as- 
saulted the heavens above. The buf- 
falo died. 
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Meat was sent to market in hun- 
dreds of tons. Then the market broke 
and only the hides could be sold, but 
still the slaughter continued. Millions 
more were killed just for their hides 
which were made into blankets, rugs 
and overcoats. 

Then, suddenly, the buffalo were 
gone. By the year 1895, only a hand- 
ful, about 800, of these wonderful 
creatures were left on the face of 
the earth. 

So thickly did the whitened bones of 
the vanished buffalo cover the plains 
that men scooped them up from the 
ground and sent them to market by 
the car-load to be made into fertilizer. 

Now there are no great herds of 
wild buffalo. The few thousand head 
that remain are specimens practically 
hand raised in private and govern- 
ment reservations, 


Once they were so thick that they 
covered the earth like a dark, living 
blanket. Now they are gone. 
Listen! 
Once, not so long ago, millions of 
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beautiful snowy egrets covered the 
trees and marshes of Florida. At sun- 
set, as they flew over their nesting 
grounds, the sound of their beating 
wings was a whistling in the air, and 
they fluttered like snowflakes against 
the darkening skies. 

And then the slaughter began. 

Because the long, snowy plumes, or 
“aigrettes,” of these glorious birds 
looked well on a woman’s hat, a 
plague of commercial hunters arose. 
Sneaking into the vast rookeries where 
egrets mated, nested and raised their 
young, the plume-hunters shot, trap- 
ped, netted and bludgeoned their prey. 
Most shocking was the fact that, 
since the white plumes were evident 
only during the breeding season, the 
adult egrets were killed only while 
they were nesting, and the young 
birds were left to die slowly and pain- 
fully of starvation. 

So the snowy egrets passed away, 
millions upon millions of them, all 
that there were in the state of Flor- 
ida. Killed for insignificant bits of 
fluffy white feathers. The blood ran 
down the trees and oozed into the 
ground. The carcasses of the birds 
were left to rot in the sunshine. Death 
filled the air. By 1910 it was finished. 

Once the snowy egrets covered parts 
of Florida like a blanket of snow. 
Now they are gone. 

Listen ! 


dhe was when fat fur seals num- 
bered in the millions as they chuckled, 
barked and frolicked over their breed- 
ing areas in the Pribilof Islands off 
Alaska. Marvelous swimmers, the 
young seals playfully chased each 
other through the water, diving and 
leaping like graceful porpoises while 
the elder bulls contentedly grunted 
and fought over their harems of fe- 
males. 

As winter approached, great herds 
of seals migrated over 2,000 miles 
southward through storms end gales 
until they reached the sunnier Pa- 
cific waters off California. Each 
spring, they returned again to their 
fog-hidden breeding grounds in the 
North Pacific Ocean. 

And then it happened. 

The great herds of seals migrate 
no more. Because there was a de- 
mand for sealskin coats and other 
garments, numberless sealing ships 
moved in to murderously plunder the 
P-ibilof Islands. Using clubs, axes, 
shovels and guns, the sealers went 
about their work, destroying the seals 
who knew no fear until it was too 
late. 
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One day, reeking with the scent of 
sour blood, itching under their greasy 
clothing and holding their dripping 
knives, the sealers straightened up 


from their gruesome task to look for - 


one more seal. But there was none. 

The few that remain today are now, 
fortunately, protected by an interna- 
tional treaty. 

So the great herds of seals once 
frolicked through the ocean, happily, 
playfully and energetically. Now they, 
too, are gone. 

Listen ... listen to this monotonous 
story. You will soon be one of the 
actors. 

Some men still alive can remember 
the sad tale of the passenger pigeons 
that once clouded the skies over Flor- 
ida and the other states of the Union. 
So numerous were they that the pass- 
ing of a single flock overhead would 
be heralded by a rushing roar of wings 
that sounded like a waterfall in the 
distance, and then that would be fol- 
lowed by a sudden darkness as if the 
sun had been extinguished. Pigeons 
filled the sky. One flock on the wing 
was estimated to cover an area a 
mile in width and 240 miles in length, 
and. to contain over two billion pas- 
senger pigeons. And that was just one 
flock. 

So the hunters came, with their 
nets, clubs, and shotguns, using live 
pigeons to decoy the wild flocks in. 
And the live decoys had their eyes 
crudely sewn shut. Then they were 
fastened to a stick and fluttered up 
and down so that their wings flapped 
innocently in the air, and down from 
above came the wild, free birds to 
their destruction. 

The dead bodies were gathered up 
into sacks, poured into wagons, cram- 
med into freight cars and sent to mar- 
ket. Still more went into stewpots 
across the nation. And yet the pigeons 
came. 

Then, astonishingly, like a clap of 
thunder, came the fact that the pas- 
senger pigeons existed no more. So 
suddenly did it happen that the Amer- 
ican people, for more than thirty 
years afterward, refused to believe 
that the passenger pigeons had been 
exterminated. But they were, for the 
last remaining passenger pigeon died 
in the Cincinnati Zoological Gardens. 
And out of all those billions of birds, 
there are only a few moldy skins, 
skeletons and stuffed specimens left 
in the world today. 


So once they darkened the_ skies 
over Florida and America, and now 
they are gone. 


And still the bloody story continues 
to unfold. But here is one in which 
we can pin down the responsible par- 
ties, like flies to the floor. But it is too 
late. Listen to this: 

Over 150 years ago, a marvelous 
fish flashed through the Atlantic 
coastal waters off the coasts of New 
England. After spending their allotted 
time in the wide, open waters of the 
Atlantic, they came inshore in swarms 
to begin ascending coastal rivers to 
Spawn in the upper reaches. Their 
spawning runs were one of the mi- 
racles of nature. They halted not at 
any natural barrier. Swimming fu- 
riously upstream, leaping over rea- 
sonable obstacles, finning through 
quiet whirlpools, fighting their way 
up rapids and falls, they followed an 
inborn instinct that forced them on 
to meet their destiny. They spawned 
in the same place in which they were 
born. 

They were the Atlantic salmon. A 
beautiful fish, sleek, powerful and dy- 
namic. Game fish. Food fish. 

They were counted as an important 
food resource in the southern New 
England states. No matter what pri- 
vations they might suffer during the 
cold, merciless winters, the early pio- 
neers could always look forward to 
replenishing their larders when the 
salmon began ascending rivers such 
as the Connecticut. 

And then.... 

And then, in 1789, a corporation 
known as the Upper Locks and Canal 
Company built a dam 16 feet high 
at Millers River, 100 miles above the 
mouth of the Connecticut River. 


Ce the annual spawning run, and 
the salmon began appearing in great 
numbers to begin ascending the Con- 
necticut. Up they went, fighting, 
flashing, beating their way upstream. 
Up and up they went, 100 miles to 
Millers River Dam, and there they 
stopped. Not willingly. Driven by the 
instinct that had served them for 
countless centuries, the salmon flung 
themselves high into the air only to 
erash against the solid face of the 
dam. Again and again they leaped, 
only to be beaten back by one of 
man’s inventions. 

Bloody, beaten, bruised by their at- 
tempts, they retired to quieter waters 
to recuperate their strength. Then, 
still driven by nature, they tried 
again. And again. Hopelessly, they 
flung themselves at the unyielding 
dam, and finally they disappeared 
back into the ocean from which they 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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0 MOST Florida hunters and stock- 

men, the panther has long been 
ccnsidered a ‘“‘varmint”’. Why then 
has the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission passed a law placing this 
animal on the protected list and giv- 
ing it the status of a game animal? 
Back in the old days when farms 
were widely scattered and stock was 
mostly free ranging, the panther rep- 
resented only a menace to the liveli- 
hood of the settler. Today, with more 
intensive agricultural and stock rais- 
ing practices, the movement of the 
small farmer from the large cattle 
ranches and timber holdings, and the 
relegation of the panther to the more 
remote woodland areas of the state, 
this aspect of the habits of the pan- 
ther is of less importance. The pan- 
ther is still capable of destroying live- 
stock but its opportunities for so 
doing are now more limited. 


No one questions the ability and 
the occasional tendency of the panther 
to kill cattle or horses, but by far its 
greatest potential damage to livestock 
in Florida lies in the destruction of 
free ranging hogs. The question im- 
mediately arises: does the pleasure 
the hunter or nature lover receives 
from hunting, or merely seeing this 
animal, outweigh the loss of a few 
razor-back hogs. This question is of 
particular significance when one con- 
siders the fact that the free ranging 
hog is deemed more of a nuisance 
than a benefit by most cattlemen and 
timber growers due to its rooting 
activities on pasture lands, its repu- 
tation as a carrier of screw worm, 
and its destruction of young pine 
trees. In addition, the semi-wild hog 
is recognized by most wildlife au- 
thorities and sportsmen as one of the 
greatest competitors of deer, turkey, 
and other forms of wildlife for nat- 
ural food such as acorns. It is entirely 
possible that in most of Florida a 
taste for pork is more in favor of 
these big cats than against them. 


Occasionally one specific individual 
panther will form bad livestock kill- 
ing habits and in such cases the cul- 
prit will have to be destroyed. The 
new laws of the Commission make pro- 
visions for such occasions, and their 
intention is to take every precaution 
against major destruction of live- 
stock and property by the panther. At 
the same time, they represent an at- 
tempt to put a stop to the needless 
slaughter of this interesting animal 
so that it may be preserved for fu- 
ture generations. 
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Panthers are not recommended as pets except for those who are willing to take the chance 
of receiving a serious injury. 


NE consideration that would seem 

to make particularly desirable 
the preservation of the panther in 
Florida, is the fact that Florida is the 
only state east of the Mississippi in 
which it is now found. There are oc- 
casional unconfirmed reports’ but 
there is no definite information that 
panther still live in any other state 
east of the Mississippi. If for no other 
reason than the fact that Florida is 
the last remaining stronghold of this 
interesting animal in the east, the 
panther should be protected when 
practicable. 

It doen’t seem unreasonable to be- 
lieve that many sportsmen would get 
a bigger thrill out of seeing a panther 
than out of killing a number of lesser 
game birds or animals. What Florida 
hunter would not welcome the pros- 
pect of observing a panther in the 
wild, getting a shot at one, or even 
seeing their tracks on a hunting trip? 
Some more timid souls might become 
a bit nervous, but you can bet the 
incident would top the conversation 
around the campfire. 


Aside from its value as a rare and 
beautiful form of Florida’s natural 
wildlife, the panther is a very worth- 
while game animal. He is generally 
hunted with dogs and may be killed 
by hunters stationed on stands or 
following the dogs until he trees. Oc- 
casionally a panther will take. cover 


in a dense thicket and make a stand 
against a pursuing pack of dogs. In 
such cases he is generally more than 
a match for any number of dogs, 
since he is capable of killing a good 
sized dog with one blow of a well- 
armed paw. One instance came to the 
attention of the author of a man urg- 
ing his catch dog, a mixture of Eng- 
lish bull and hound, to attack a pan- 


(Continued on Page 31) 





Lester Piper often plays with a cage-full 
of grown panthers at Bonita Springs. 





have to rate the highly desirable 
title of “The Dean of Florida 
Wildlife Officers?” 

Well, it takes honesty for one. And 
if Diogenes, who once set forth at 
midday with a lighted lamp in search 
of an honest man, could travel the 
highways of Florida today, he would 
gladly shutter his light at Blountstown 
when he met Joe Atkins. For Joe At- 
kins, dean of Florida’s 157 wildlife 
officers, is one of those rare individ- 
uals—a completely honest man. 

Now to most of us, honesty merely 
means being truthful and fair to every- 
one, providing it suits our purposes. 
But to the few people like Joe Atkins, 
honesty is a way of life. It is almost 
a creed. | 

The fact is that Joe Atkins, both as 
a wildlife officer and as a person, 
has always been completely honest. 
He has, sometimes at the risk of both 
life and reputation, been honest with 
himself, his relatives, his friends, and 
the thousands of sportsmen he has 
contacted during his 21 years of serv- 
ing the conservation interests of 
Florida. 

Mister Joe’s honesty is the first qual- 
ity that strikes you as he gazes at you 
with clear, pale blue eyes and says, 
quietly: 

“If a man’s going to be a wildlife 
officer, he should BE one. If not, he 
shouldn’t be one.” 

By that, Joe means that a wildlife 
officer should believe in honestly en- 
forcing the conservation laws of F lor- 


ida, making them apply equally to 


6 6 8 99 every person, whether rich or poor, 
male or female, friend or foe. And 
] S { e ¢ QO e Mister Joe, as he is commonly called 
even by his fellow officers, has always 
done just that. 


At times, during his long years of 


J: what qualities must a man 





The Dean of Florida Wildlife serving the State of Florida, Joe has 
regretfully found it necessary to ar- 
Officers has been cursed and rest one of his own relatives, some 
of his friends, and even the wife of 
idolized, threatened and the mayor of one of Florida’s largest 
; cities. He has, at other times, arrested 
worshipped, shot at and a sobbing woman, boys who were 
; starving, preachers who should have 
befriended. Meet a man to known better, people who thought 
‘ they were innocent, and people who 

remember—Joseph M. Atkins! knew. they were wrong. 
I MAKING these arrests, Joe, like any 
good enforcement officer, has been 
By JACK WALTERS cursed and idolized, threatened and 
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worshipped, shot at and befriended. 
But, in every case, Joe Atkins, be- 
cause he thinks and works honestly, 
has been right, and has only per- 
formed his duty as he found necessary. 

But besides this rare quality of be- 
ing honest, there are many more qual- 
ities that a man should possess before 
he rates the title of “The Dean.” 


One of these characteristics is phy- 
sical strength. Joe Atkins, at 72 years 
of age, still bears the inerasable 
marks which a lifetime spent in woods 
and fields has left upon him. In his 
sun-bronzed, weather-creased face, 
you can see the sublime confidence, 
quiet patience and wise understand- 
ing that a man must have to live on 
equal terms with nature. Looking deep 
into his calm eyes, you can almost 
see the dim flickering of long-forgot- 
ten campfires, the dust of many an- 
cient trails, as well as the faint scars 
left by the mingled joy and pain that 
accompany a long life of service. In 
his gnarled hands it is easy to visual- 
ize the strength and sureness that 
have competently guided a blooded 
horse through marsh and forest for 
many years. 


Physically, Joe Atkins has the vigor- 
ous movements of a man but half his 
age. Just his way of walking or moy- 
ing about a room tells you that here 


Outdoorsmen in his area know that Joe is 
liable to appear anywhere at anytime to 
enforce the law. 
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The “Dean of Florida Wildlife Officers,“’ Joe Atkins, has seen the techniques of law enforce- 
ment progress from horse-and-saddle days to the modern fully-equipped radio Jeeps. 


is a man who can still slip easily and 
quietly through tangled underbrush 
and over open ground. On the hunt, 
after man or beast, Mister Joe can 
rapidly outdistance most outdoors- 
men, a fact that many of those who 
know him well will readily admit. 

Far more important than physical 
strength, however, is the mental 
strength called courage. 

One day, not too long ago, a cer- 
tain squirrel hunter was moving cau- 
tiously through the swamps. Moving 
cautiously because he knew that he 
was hunting illegally. Squirrels were 
out of season. 
or. high up in a distant tree, 

he saw the quick, flirting move- 
ments of a squirrel’s tail, accompanied 
by the shrill chittering of the excited 
little beast. Quickly, almost offhand- 
edly, he sighted down the barrel of 
his .22-calibre rifle and pulled the trig- 
ger. With the sharp crack of the ex- 
ploding shell, the squirrel spun side- 
ways into the empty air and dropped 
limply to the ground. 

Advancing quickly, the law-breaker 
added the still warm animal to the 
others in his pocket, and continued 


on his hunt, the racketing noise of 
the rifle occasionally marking his 
progress. 

But, unknown to him, the sound 
of the shots reached the distant ears 
of Wildlife Officer Joe Atkins. And 
Joe immediately took up the trail. 


Moving quickly, but silently, Mister 
Joe slipped down into the swamps 
and, with his detailed knowledge of 
the territory, soon approached the 
area of slaughter. 


Meanwhile, the shots had ceased, 
the illegal hunt was over, and the 
swamp regained its brooding silence. 

But you cant fire a rifle without 
leaving evidence behind you. Joe's 
trained eyes soon caught the brassy 
gleam of an empty cartridge. Picking 
it up, he pocketed it for future refer- 
ence, and then set about patiently 
tracking his man down. 


At home now, the hunter dropped 
his illegal game on the table, set the 
loaded rifle by the door, and went 
out into the clearing for an armload 
of firewood. He was almost back to 
the door with his burden before he 


(Continued on Page 27) 





ITH razor-sharp gigs and blind- 
WV ing headlights, a task force 


of sportsmen spearheaded by the 
Tallahassee Capitol City Rod and 
Gun Club recently declared open war- 
fare on predatory garfish in Lake 
Miccosukee on the borders of Leon 
and Jefferson Counties. 

Labelling the moonlight operation 
as the ‘‘Garfish Rodeo,” interested 
parties quickly passed the word that 
an open season on_ scale-armored 
roughfish would be held beginning 
promptly at 9 p.m. on a certain Mon- 
day. 

Staging area for the affair was 
Bowman’s Auto Court on the out- 
skirts of Tallahassee where booted 
sportsmen rigged in outdoor cloth- 
ing began rendezvousing at sundown. 
By 8 p.m. the area was filled with 
jeeps, trucks, trailers and passenger 


By Don Roberts 


cars. Here and there, the sportsmen 
spent their waiting moments indus- 
triously filing steel-pronged gig- 
heads to needle points, while others 
swapped the usual tales of fish and 
’oators and b’ar and dogs, sometimes 
spinning their stories out to incred- 
ible lengths. Still more carefully in- 
spected the fastenings of their boat- 
trailers to make sure there would 
be no mishaps on the highway. 

When all was deemed in readiness, 
the long convoy of garfish eradi- 
cators got under way on the 25-mile 
trek to Miccosukee. 


Drained and lowered by severe 
droughts, Lake Miccosukee, at the 
time of “Garfish Rodeo,” was at its 
lowest level since 1923. Choked and 
crowded together by the disappear- 
ing waters, black bass were rapidly 
disappearing. Some died for lack of 


food, water or oxygen, while others, 
weakened by unfavorable conditions, 
were being slaughtered by the hardy 
garfish. 

But few clouds come without sil- 
very linings, and, although Lake Mic- 
cosukee was becoming rapidly unfit 
for gamefish, it was ideal for garfish 
control by gigging, since even the 
unholy gars were easily visible in 
the shallow waters. 

By 9 p.m., all 16 gigging boats 
had been slid down the muddy shores 
of Miccosukee and out into the moon- 
lit waters, and the hot war got under 
way. 

Standing patiently poised in the 
bows of their boats, the giggers gave 
low-voiced directions to their pad- 
dlers, meanwhile turning and twist- 
ing their heads so that their bright 
headlights probed and flicked deep 





Patiently poised, a gigger probes deep into the murky 
water with his bright light, searching out the enemy. 
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Miccosukee giggers waged a relentless war as gar after 
gar was happily added to the growing pile in each boat. 
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into the murky waters, searching out 
the enemy — garfish, suckers and 
mudfish. 

Suddenly, in the white shaft of 
light, a gigger managed to pick out 
the long deadly shape of a garfish, at 
first brown and pencil-shaped and 
then slowly fading out as the fish sil- 
ently sank down out of light range. 
“There’s one,” the gigger shouted, 
and the still night was shattered by 
the sound of a heavy gig crashing 
down into the water. The boat rocked 
in a spray of water as the first gar- 
fish of the night was flipped up into 
the air and slammed down into the 
boat. 

Then all was quiet again, except 
for the reedy voices of distant frogs 
and the muffled comments of other 
giggers as the golden half-moon rode 
higher into the sky. The silence was 
broken by the crash of a paddle on 
top of the water, and someone said, 
‘He might live after that one, but 
he’s sure got a broken back,” and 
another gar was eradicated. 

Elsewhere on Miccosukee, other 
giggers could be heard waging their 
relentless war as gar after gar was 
added to the growing pile in each 
boat. By 10:30 p.m., the appointed 
time, all the boats were back at the 
landing, and the obnoxious roughfish 
were happily counted as the giggers 
tossed them into a pile on shore. 
Final count on the ‘“Garfish Rodeo” 
listed 89 garfish, 20 suckers and one 
mudfish (bowfin) brought back, and 
an untold number that were killed 
but lost in the dark of the night. 








Castilho shatters the still night by crashing his heavy gig down into the water and 
flipping up the first gar while Jess Harrison cooperates. 


Then it was the State biologists’ 
turn, and they began making their 
field check of the stomach contents 


While State Biologist Dequine field-checks fish at the left, Capital City Rod and Gun 
Club members Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Barrow, James M. Delaney, Charles Freeman and 
Alfred Dell Castilho admire results of night’s work. 
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of each fish, finding that out of 23 
roughfish, 18 had completely empty 
stomachs (which some fishermen at- 
tributed to the time of night and 
moon), while two had been feeding 
on fresh-water shrimp, one had eaten 
a 6-inch golden shiner, one had been 
eating sunfish minnows and uniden- 
tified fish and one more had de- 
voured a 5-inch bluegill. 


A sad note on the state of the Mic- 
cosukee gamefish was turned in by 
the autopsy of a 25-inch largemouth 
black bass which had been found 
floating motionlessly, belly-up, on the 
top of the water, dying. This bass, 
once the king of Miccosukee game- 
fish, had a diseased heart, was in 
very poor physical condition, and had 
a stomach full of clay, which it had 
evidently eaten to ease the pangs of 
hunger. 

Soon, the giggers began fading 
away into the darkness, their mission 
accomplished for the night, and the 
“Garfish Rodeo” entered into the 
pages of conservation work being 
done by independent sportsmen and 
outdoor lovers. 
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THE CORAL SNAKE 


HE coral snake is an exception 

to most of the rules concern- 

ing the identification of poisonous 
snakes in the United States. The moc- 
casins and rattlers are mostly heavy- 
bodied snakes, with broad head, ver- 
tical pupil of the eye, a pit on each 
side of the head between the eye and 
the nostril, and long, movable fangs 
in the mouth; but the coral snake 
is a small and slender species, with 
a relatively narrow head, a round 
pupil like that of most harmless 
snakes, no facial pit, and with short, 
permanently erect fangs like stubby 





rose thorns. Moccasins and rattlers 
produce living young, but the coral 
snake lays eggs. The moccasins and 
rattlesnakes strike out at their prey 
or at enemies, and inject a poison 
that breaks down red blood cells and 


By ROSS ALLEN 
VILFRED T. NEILL ~ 





Belden.) 


(Photo by Charlie 





blood vessels; but the coral snake 
seldom strikes, merely chewing on 
an offending object, and injecting a 
venom that attacks the nervous sys- 
tem! As might be guessed from the 
foregoing remarks, the coral snake 
is not closely related to moccasins 
and rattlers; it belongs, instead, to 
the family that includes the deadly 
cobras, kraits, mambas, and other 
tropical species. 

Although the coral snake does not 
present the sinister outlines of most 
North American poisonous snakes, it 
is easily recognized by its unusual 


(Fourth in a series of authoritative articles written exclusively for FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
about the reptiles that Florida sportsmen are apt to encounter.—ED.) 
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color pattern. The coral snake is 
marked with rings of red, black, and 
yellow encircling the body along its 
entire length. The red rings are lack- 
ing on the tail, which is marked only 
with black and yellow; the tip of the 
snout is black. The scales have a 
glossy appearance, which, together 
with the bright markings, make the 
snake somewhat resemble a colorful 
necklace. 

Common in Florida is another 
snake ringed with red, yellow, and 
black, the hzrmless little scarlet king 
snake. This species closely resembles 
the coral snake in superficial aspect, 
but differs in one important respect: 
in the dangerous coral snake, the 
black rings are yellow-bordered, and 
in the harmless scarlet king snake, 
the yellow rings are black-bordered! 
Now this distinction may be very 
useful when viewing captive speci- 
mens in a cage, but in the wild, one 
might possibly become confused, and 
forget which form displays which 
pattern. Reptile collectors may get 
around this difficulty by remember- 
ing a little poem: 

Red touch yellow, 
Kill a fellow; 
Red touch black, 
Good for Jack. 


This poem is said to have origi- 
nated in Okefenokee Swamp, where 
both the coral snake and its harm- 
less mimic occur! 

The coral snake ranges from coast- 
al North Carolina southward to ex- 
treme southern Florida, thence west- 
ward to Texas and northeastern Mex- 
ico. Coral snakes from extreme sou- 
thern Florida differ slightly from 
those found elsewhere, and some sci- 
entists consider them to represent a 
separate race. Likewise, western 
specimens, which average rather 
dark in coloration, have also been 
given recognition as a race or geo- 
graphic variant. However, the dif- 
ferences between the various forms 
are very slight, and of no signifi- 
cance to the layman. In Central and 
South America are found a number 
of other species of coral snake, large 
and small; and in Arizona there oc- 
curs a rare form of coral snake not 
closely related to any of the others. 

The coral snake is found through- 
out Florida, occurring in every coun- 
ty. It is most often encountered in 
damp hammocks, stands of live-oak, 
or in long-leaf pine forests, where 
it lives about rotting logs or beneath 
leaf-mold. It prowls in the open in 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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Jim Barrineau, Elmer Jones and Claude Kelley admire two plots of lespedeza bi-color, while 
winner Billy Jean Davis stands at the dividing line. (Photo courtesy Atmore, Ala., Chamber 


of Commerce.) 
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“As the twig is bent, so is the tree in- 
clined,” and as our youths of America are 
trained today, so will the citizens of to- 
morrow develop. 

That’s why the Pensacola Anglers and 
Hunters Club sponsored their wildlife-cover 
growing contest which recently ended with 
the top award going to Billy Jean Davis, of 
Davisville, for his prize-winning plot of 
lespedeza bicolor, a recognized winter feed 
and cover crop for quail, doves and other 
birds. Billy Jean was selected: from a field 
of 22 other contestants who took part in the 
year-long competition. 

Conceived by W. R. Parker, retired naval 
commander and president of the Pensacola 
club, the program was designed to interest 
more young people in providing food and 
cover for our birds and wildlife while at the 
same time stimulating the conservation pro- 
gram for such wildlife. 


Parker’s original enthusiasm carried over 
to the Perdido River Soil Conservation Dis- 
trict and the local work-unit technician, 
Elmer Jones. Sparked by these two men, 
who were as eager as two beavers about the 
project and its possibilities, the Pensacola 
club readily agreed to sponsor the contest. 

Every club of young boys in Future 
Farmers of America and 4-H chapters in 
the county was invited to participate in the 
contest, but only the FFA chapter of the 
Earnest Ward High School at Walnut Hill 
decided to make the project something for 
the whole club to work on. 

With the Perdido District furnishing the 
technical information, and the West Florida 
Experiment Station providing the plants, the 


Youth aud Cousewatiou 














22 boys went to work to see who could 
grow the best plot of bicolor. 

Jim Barrineau, FFA chapter supervisor 
and high school vocational teacher, assisted 
each lad in selecting the right area for his 
plot, and also worked with Jones in instruct- 
ing the contestants. Each competitor was 
furnished exactly the same data without 
favoritism. 

Each plot was limited to one-eighth acre, 
which research statistics and experiments 
have shown is sufficient to provide food and 
cover for one covey of about 15 quail or 
doves. Each boy put out 1,000 plants and 
began cultivation, heeding the advice of 
Jones, who pointed out that the first year 
is the most important in such _ projects. 
During the initial year, the plots of perennial 
legume must be closely cultivated, weeded 
and fertilized so that a good root system is 
established. After that, the plants will return 
each year. 

When the smoke of the hot competition 
cleared away, Mr. and Mrs. P. H. Davis’ son, 
Billy Jean, was standing in first place, closely 
followed by second-place Marion Bartlett. 

Billy Jean’s efforts have already been 
lauded by Claude D. Kelley, president of 
the National Wildlife Federation, who lives 
at nearby Atmore, Alabama, and many other 
conservationists. 

Meanwhile, the 22 plots of lespedeza bi- 
color stand as a memorial to the efforts of 
young Future Farmers like Billy Jean Davis 
and Marion Bartlett, and the conservational 
tactics of organizations like the Pensacola 
Angler and Hunters Club. 

—GEORGE M. HEARD 
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John Rodenbrock, Lee McNab and Flora Jean Farmham collect awards for largest and limit 
of fish caught during Orlando’s Third Annual Fishathon. (Photos courtesy Orlando Sentinel- 
Star. ) 


MORE PUN THAN 





by Bill Snyder 


When the City of Orlando stages its an- 
nual day-long fishing party for the young- 
sters, it's more fun than a circus for kids 
and grown-ups alike! 

The most recent Fishathon, staged here 
September 15, attracted nearly 5,000 kiddies 
ranging in age from three months to 138 
years, and it can well serve as a pattern 
to be used by many other cities staging 
similar events throughout the United States 
in the years to come. 


“It was just as smooth as cat fur,” one 
sweating official declared with a tired smile 
after the final prize had been awarded in 
the fishing event and the last youthful fish- 
erman had departed for home. 

His statement is a fairly accurate descrip- 
tion of the efficient manner in which the 
annual affairs have been staged in Orlando 
since 1948. However, there are some iniglity 
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important reasons why the Orlando fishing 
parties have always been top-notchers. 
Hanley Pogue, hard-hitting editor of the 
ORLANDO SENTINEL-STAR is one of the 
important cogs in the annual affairs. He 
devotes hours, days, weeks and considerable 
midnight oil to greasing the machinery nec- 
essary to make a kids’ fishing party really 
tick. He learned the know-how back in 1948 
when his newspaper and the State Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission co- 
operated in staging the first event. 


Pogue’s enthusiasm and tireless work were 
mainly responsible for the success of the first 
Fishathon, and, strangely, his enthusiasm 
proved nearly as contagious as measles—it 
apparently caught the fancy of nearly every 
businessman in Orlando. They actually 
clamored for the opportunity to do their 
part in giving the youngsters a happy fish- 


ing day to be long remembered. And as a 
result, approximately 3,000 kids showed up— 
caught fish—won prizes—devoured a moun- 
tain of ice cream—and washed it all down 
with a river of soda-pop! 

All in all, it was certainly the darndest 
spectacle that Orlando had ever witnessed. 

Then, in 1949, Orlando came back for 
more. The second Fishathon, staged jointly 
by the SENTINEL-STAR and the Commis- 
sion again, proved more successful than the 
first. Numerous merchants donated prizes so 
generously that the Fishathon officials had 


Kids Have Happy Time 
at Orange County’s 
Third Annual Fish- 

athon Staged by 
Sentinel-Star and 
Sportsman’s 
Association. 


to scratch their heads to figure out schemes 
for getting rid of them. Nearly 4,000 kids 
came early and stayed late that time. 


Finally, when this year’s affair was staged 
last month, nearly 5,000 children answered 
the fishing call. There were hundreds of 
prizes ranging from shiny new bicycles to 
boxes of sugar doughnuts. The grounds were 
dotted with first-aid tents, registration tents, 
a weigh-master’s tent, and a long line of 
concession stands turning out free ice cream, 


Donald Young gleefully displays his catch. 
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candy, soft drinks, and even the ever-present 
bubble-gum. 

People were everywhere. State wildlife 
officers gave expert assistance in baiting 
hooks and removing fish. Police and firemen 
went all out in aiding the youthful fisher- 
men. Pretty Red Cross workers dabbed 
iodine on punctured fingers and stubbed 
toes. M. C. Lewis, State Game Commissioner 
for the Fifth District, was on hand offering 
help wherever needed. City Editor Pogue 
saw to it that there wasn’t a single slip-up 
in the day’s program of happiness for young- 
sters. In all, it’s likely that there were more 
adults, including mothers and fathers, busi- 
ness and professional men, on hand than 
there were youngsters. 


But, like we said, a Fishathon in Orlando 
is more fun than a circus! Everyone co- 
operated. 


The Orlando high school football squad, 
under the direction of their coach, were 
official drink servers. They popped the corks 
from thousands of bottles of soft drinks and 
delivered them to an army of thirsty juveniles 
in a day-long workout that rivaled any sweat- 
ing squad practice their coach could ever 
dole out to them on the gridiron at school. 

Throughout the joy-packed day, literally 
hundreds of fish were caught by proud little 
anglers and weighed in by a corps of weigh- 
masters that donated their services. Even 


Mr. Wynstan O’Neal, furniture deal- 
Florida, 


er of Tampa, 
standing 


hunted 


of thinking a 





est country and 


bring you back 
without any 


trouble and 
with plenty 
of game.’’ 


WYNSTAN O’NEAL 


sportsman, 
in Canada, 
America, and some of the 
toughest parts of the Ever- 
glades, says: ‘“‘To my way 
‘Jeep’ is 
what makes hunting a 
real pleasure. You can 
count on a ‘Jeep’ to 
penetrate the wild- 





transportation for the children was free, 
donated by the Orlando Transit Company. 
Many, many more people, of course, freely 
gave of their time and energy for the city- 
wide effort. 

But the big attraction of the day was the 
smiling faces of the thousands of youngsters 
gathered around the banks of Lake Lucerne. 
In their joyous faces was found all the re- 
ward that the adult helpers needed. Fisha- 
thons are something that everyone just nat- 
urally enjoys. 

So Orlando’s Third Annual Fishathon, 
sponsored by the Orlando SENTINEL-STAR 
and the Orange County Sportsman’s Asso- 
ciation, finally ended, leaving little doubt 
in anyone’s mind of one fact: When Orlando 
stages its Fourth Annual Fishathon next 
year, it will surely be much more fun than 
any circus ever thought of being, for this 
is one big, free show in which everyone can 
be a performer, from kids to grand-daddies. 
Fishathons are just naturally fun for every- 
one. 












FOR SALE 
An ideal marketing space for those having 
outdoor sports equipment, material and 


services for sale. Display advertisements in 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE are effective selling 
aids. Write: Advertising Dept., Florida Wild- 
life, Tallahassee, Fla., for advertising rates, 
spaces and other information. 
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CHRISTMAS 
IS 
COMING! 


* 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE’S 
Christmas edition will be a 
Shopper's Guide for 
Outdoor Lovers. 


* 



















If you plan to buy a present for any 
outdoorsman from Grandfather to 
Junior—be sure to watch for your 
December issue of FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE. It will contain items of interest 
to every fisherman, hunter and out- 


doorsman. 
* 


Christmas advertising of sports tackle 
and equipment must be received by 
November 15. 
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Biologists Attend 
Fisheries Society 


Annual Convention 

Barry O. Freeman, Welaka, 
biologist, presented a paper on “A Study of 
the Shad Catches in the St. Johns River” 
during the 80th Annual Convention of the 
American Fisheries Society in Memphis, 
Tennessee, on September 11-13. 

John F. Dequine, chief fisheries biologist, 
served on the resolutions committee during 
the convention, and was appointed to the 
standing committee on Hydrobiology and 
Fish Culture. 

Other members of the fish management 
staff of the Florida State Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission attending the meet 
were Biologists D. Taber, C. E. Hall, Jr., 
F. G. Banks, Don Luethy, and E. T. Heinen. 

On return to Tallahassee, the group in- 
spected the experimental pond and _ lake 
management station at the Alabama Poly- 
technic Institute at Auburn, Alabama. 


fisheries 


Wakulla Sportsman’s Elect 

WAKULLA—Recently elected directors of 
Wakulla County’s newly-formed Sportsman’s 
Club were Lamar Allen, of Ivan, Roland 
Harvey and C., Taff, of Arran, John Gray, of 
Spring Creek, Columbus Kyle, of Smith 
Creek, Eli McKenzie, of Sopchoppy, and 
Edison Reddington and Bill Gray, of Medart. 
President Guy Little presided over the 
meeting. 


Hen-Fruit Picker Finds ‘Gator 

LITHIA—When Will Miley went into his 
garage recently to gather eggs he found 
more than the hen fruit. In a nest behind 
some roofing, he found a young. alligator 
measuring 30 inches in length. 












oO = 
SANGLI 


“It certainly was nice of you to let me have 
the afternoon off, Mr. Phillips.’’ 





Fingerlings Stocked 
In Washington County 


CHIPLEY—Five ponds and Holmes Creek 
were stocked with new supplies of game fish 
by conservationists in one of the largest re- 


stocking operations recently carried out in . 


Washington County. 

State Senator Olin G. Shivers, working in 
co-operation with Claud J. Hicks and W. E. 
Daniel, Third District wildlife officers, was 
responsible for the work. 

Among the waters restocked were Gully 
Pond, Grassy Pond, Black Pond, Hicks Pond 
and Pole Pond, which received about 16,000 
young fish. About 20,000 fingerlings were 
placed in Holmes Creek. All of the fish were 
delivered from the State Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission’s hatchery at Holt. 





Wildlife officers of Pasco, Hernando, Citrus and Sumter counties, at a recent chicken dinner 
at Officer Ralph Bevels’ lodge at Aripeka, were hosts to county officials. Guests, seated: 
Sen. Joe Johnston, Jr., Brooksville; Judge Monroe Trieman, Brooksville; Judge Frank O. 
Scofield, Inverness; Rep. J. C. Getzen, Jr., Bushnell; Rep. Brooks Payne, Dade City; Sheriff 
M. H. Bowman, Bushnell; and D. P. Boyer, agent for the Salt Water Commission, Tarpon 


Springs. 
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Annual Bear Hunts 
Slated October 5-10 


In National Forests 


TALLAHASSEE — Four three-day _ bear 
hunts beginning October 5 and 10 will be 
staged in the Osceola and Apalachicola 
National Forests this year, Coleman New- 
man, State Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission director, announced today. 

Permits for bear hunting will be issued 
only to organized parties having not less 
than five nor more than 17 individuals, with 
one man designated as chief to represent 
the party in all hunt matters. Hunts will be 
jointly supervised by wildlife officers and 
district forest rangers. 


A deposit of $50 to cover a permit must 
accompany each application, which should 
be mailed to Wildlife Officer C. E. North, 
61 E. Fronie St., Lake City, for the Osceola 
hunts, and to Assistant Chief Wildlife Of- 
ficer Walter Larkins, Bristol, for the Apala- 
chicola hunts. Deposit money will be re- 
funded to those parties unsuccessful in 
drawing a hunt, Newman stated. 

Each hunt application should indicate the 
party’s choice of hunting dates, also showing 
three alternate dates, and must list the names 
and addresses of all party members. In case 
of conflict, the final choice of hunting dates 
will be settled by lot on September 30. Only 
one date will be assigned to a party. 

Official hunting dates have been set as 
follows: Osceola Wildlife Management Area: 
Hunt 1, October 5-7; Hunt 2, October 12-14; 
Hunt 3, October 19-21; Hunt 4, October 
26-28. Apalachicola Wildlife Management 
Area: Hunt 1, October 10-18; Hunt 2, Oc- 
tober 17-20; Hunt 3, October 24-27; Hunt 
4, October 31 to November 2. 

The controlled bear hunts are jointly 
staged by the U. S. Forest Service and the 
State Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 


mission. 


Kelly Says Resources 
Basis National Wealth 


MILTON—Our national resources are the 
basis of our power and wealth, Claude 
Kelley, president of the National Wildlife 
Federation, told members of the Santa Rosa 
Sportsmen’s Club recently. Kelley added that 
“we will remain rich and strong only so long 
as the supply of our natural resources ex- 
ceeds the demand.” 

He urged sportsmen and the general pub- 
lic to listen to trained biologists and con- 
servationists since “they are the only ones 
who can give us answers to the grave prob- 
lems now facing the American public.” 

Also on the program with Kelley were 
Edwin Tyson, State Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission biologist, and S. L. Craft, 
vice president of the Florida Wildlife 
Federation. 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


PRIZES 


BULLS 
BOATS 


HOGS 


of 


$10,000.00 


Seven thousand members in the 
133 Chapters 
Farmers of America 


the Future 
in Florida 


PRIZES 


BULLS 
BOATS 


HOGS 


TRIPS TRIPS 
RODS ARE COOPERATING IN THE RODS 
BAITS BAITS 
ETC. STATE-WIDE ETC. 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST 


(OPEN ONLY TO FLORIDA F. F. A. MEMBERS) 


I. 


4 bs 


Il. 


IV. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS: 


Contest is confined to members of Future Farmers of 
America in Florida. Open November 1 through December 
31, 1950. 

Chapter Grand Prizes: 

A. Received by four (4) chapters selling most subscrip- 
tions within State, with highest chapters having first 
choice. Grand prizes presented to winning chapters at 
Florida State Fair, Tampa, February 8, 1951. These 
prizes and donators are as follows: 1. Brahma Bull— 
Norris Cattle Co., Ocala. 2. Correct Craft Boat—Cor- 
rect Craft Boats, Inc., Pinecastle and Titusville. 3. Two 
Hampshire Gilts—Dryden Circle D Ranch, Marianna, 
and Dr. Adams, Lake City. 4. One Guernsey Heifer— 
Dinsmore Dairy, Jacksonville. 

Individual Grand Prizes: 

A. Four (4) all-expense round-trips to Cuba from Miami, 
donated by Dixie Lily Milling Co., of Florida. 

B. Four (4) all-expense round-trips to Kansas City Na- 
tional Convention, donated by Jackson Feed and Grain 
Co., Tampa; Hoyt Woodberry, president Eli-Witt 
Candy and Cigar Co., Tampa; Florida Power and 
Light, Miami; Grady Crawford, Miami Jockey Club. 

C. These eight prizes awarded as follows: 

1. Trips awarded to two individuals selling most sub- 
scriptions in each supervisor's area. ( Total, 6 trips. ) 

2. Two remaining trips awarded to the advisers of 
two chapters in State selling most subscriptions. 

3. Individuals in each area selling most subscriptions 
have first choice of preferred trips. 

4. Choice of trips to Cuba or Kansas City will be 
optional with winners. 

Chapter Prizes: 

A. Single chapter in State selling highest average number 
of subscriptions per total membership will be awarded 
a registered hog; donator presently unknown; plus 
1,000 pounds commercial fertilizer donated by True- 
man Fertilizer Co., Jacksonville. This prize cannot be 
won by any grand-prize winner. 

B. Single chapter having largest number of members sell- 
ing ten (10) or more subscriptions each will be award- 
ed a registered hog. Donator presently unknown. 


. Complimentary Prizes: 


A. Prizes of various types will be awarded for every first 
five (5) or more subscriptions sold by any member of 
any F. F. A. chapter in the State. 


VI. 


VII. 


VII. 


B. Prizes of various types will also be awarded for the 
next five (5) or more subscriptions sold by any mem- 
ber of any F. F. A. chapter in the State. 
C. Complimentary prizes and donators include: 1. Eger 
artificial lures—Eger Bait Co., Bartow. 2. Mystic Min- 
now Kits—Miller Electric Co., Jacksonville. 3. Barra- 
cuda artificial lures—Florida Fishing Tackle Mfg. Co., 
Inc., St. Petersburg. 4. Donations of other prizes to be 
announced at later date. 
D. Complimentary prizes also awarded to each chapter 
adviser when his respective chapter remits required 
number of subscriptions to the general contest man- 
ager. Advisers receive these prizes on following basis: 
1. Modern one-piece aluminum tackle box for first 
one hundred (100) subscriptions remitted by 
chapter. 

2. Glass fishing rod for first two hundred (200) sub- 
scriptions remitted by chapter. 

3. Fine quality fishing reel for first three hundred 
(300) subscriptions remitted by chapter. 

Monthly Prizes: 

A. Prizes will be awarded to top four individual subscrip- 
tion sellers in State at end of first month of competi- 
tion (November 1-31). These prizes are as follows: 

Outboard motor. 

Repeating .22-calibre rifle. 

Glass Hurricane rod, Pfleuger reel, and Statesman 

line donated by W. N. Mansfield of Southern 

Tackle Distributors, Miami. 

4. Salt-water rod and reel donated by Ellis T. Fern- 
andez of the Sport Shop, Jacksonville. 

FLORIDA WILDLIFE magazine subscriptions shall be 

sold at regular rate of one dollar ($1.00) for each 12- 

months subscription. No subscription of less than 12- 

months duration can be accepted. 

Adviser of each participating chapter shall render a week- 

ly report of his chapter’s subscription production each 

Monday. Report forms shall be furnished by general con- 

test manager. 
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. General contest manager will furnish weekly reports to all 


chapters in regards to their competitive standings. 


. Either new or renewal subscriptions will be counted. 
XI. 
XII. 


In case of ties, duplicate prizes shall be awarded. 
Donations of any other prizes will be announced as soon 
as possible. 


RICHARD E. PARKER—GENERAL CONTEST MANAGER 


STATE GAME AND FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 
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Above-—A five-foot bolt of death is the raw material for accessories that go into making 
My-lady beautiful. 


Below—Cleaning, curing and tanning snake-hides is a two-month process. 


BY CHARLES il 


Joan Thomson, St. Petersburg designer, uses 
original patterns. 














Above—Joan, co-owner of Florida Wild Animal Ranch, sells her reptile merchandise ex- 
clusively from her own shop. 


Below—Ready to go from head to toe; shoes, purse, corsage and hat from reptiles. 


LOTIRUL 


_ ANDERSON 


Handwork by experienced craftsmen are 
feature of exclusive designs. 











CORAL SNAKE 


(Continued from Page 15) 


the early morning and at dusk, and 


sometimes at night or on cloudy days. 
Nosing about through decaying logs 
or humus, it catches many snakes, 
which comprise the bulk of its food. 
It also eats lizards, and may occa- 
sionally capture a frog, or even a 
minnow that has been stranded in 
shallow water. 


The coral snake is an egg-laying 
species. The whitish, soft-shelled 
eggs, usually less than a: half-dozen 
in number, are deposited in rotting 
logs or debris. They require from 
2 to 38 months to hatch, and the 
newly-emerged young, 7 to 8 inches 
in length, resemble the parents but 
are paler in color. Little is known 
of the growth rate of this species. 
Most coral snakes are less than 3 
feet in length; but examples ranging 
from 88 to 42 inches in length are 
occasionally discovered. The largest 
coral snake examined by the authors, 
and indeed the largest one ever re- 
ported in the United States, measured 
A744 inches from snout to tip of tail. 

The coral snake is gentle in dis- 
position and seldom attempts to bite, 


unless restrained, stepped on, or 
hurt. There are a number of in- 
stances in which coral snakes have 
submitted to handling by people who 
took them to be some harmless spe- 
cies. They are unpredictable, how- 
ever; and may bite without warning. 
The venom produces cramps, nausea, 
dizziness, shortness of breath, and 
also some pain and swelling, al- 
though less than in the case of moc- 
casin and rattler bites. The exact 
mortality rate from such bites is un- 
known. Some authorities have claim- 
ed that 80% of the people bitten by 
coral snakes die within a few days; 
other authorities would put the fig- 
ure at 50%. The present authors, on 
the basis of studies of recent coral 
snake bites in Florida, are inclined 
to put it lower still, perhaps 20%. 
Some of the recoveries are doubtless 
due to the fact that the coral snake’s 
tiny fangs often have difficulty in 
penetrating the skin, and the snake 
does not discharge its full load of 
venom before the victim jerks away. 
From the standpoint of venom alone, 
the coral snake must rank as one of 
the most deadly snakes in the United 
States, although, as a result of its 
secretive habits and docile tempera- 
ment, it is seldom a menace to man. 








VISIT 


ROSS ALLEN'S 
REPTILE INSTITUTE 
WHERE 
SNAKES ARE MILKED FOR 
VENOM EVERY DAY 


Tf interested in literature on: 
eSnakebites e@Alligators eLizards eTurtles 
eSnakes eSnakeproof Boots eSnakeproof 
Fences @Snakes’ Skins eReptile Collecting 
Equipment eCurios . . 

Send your permanent address for our 
mailing list. 


ROSS ALLEN’S REPTILE INSTITUTE 
SILVER SPRINGS, FLORIDA 








/ =, 'f + 
Riverside Lodge 
HOMOSASSA, FLORIDA 
“Best all round fishing & hunting in Florida’”’ 












A beautiful and quiet fresh and salt water 
retreat on the Homosassa River. Modern. Ex- 
cellent food, American plan. Bass and bream, 
reds, trout, tarpon. Ducks, quail, turkey and 
deer. Live shrimp in season. Live shiners at 
all times. Bait and tackle of all kinds. Boats, 
motors, and guides. Make reservations now 


4 0X0 Dee 

‘LET'S GO. FISHING * 
L. CHANEY, Owner-Manager 

PHONE 2332 










NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS: 
Christmas is coming! All advertisements 
for December issue of FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
should be received before November 15. 
Write the Editor for information. 









At The “Bass Capital of the World” 


FORREST WOOD 


SPORTSMAN’'S LODGE > 





Sportsman’s Lodge and Dock 


From 5 to 12 Pounds, Count ‘Em 


SUMMER RATES IN EFFECT TO JANUARY 1, 1951 


Rooms with Twin Beds and Connecting Bath . .... . 
Rooms with Twin Beds and Private Bath . .. . 


$5.00 Per Day — $30.00 Per Week 
$7.00 Per Day — $42.00 Per Week 


Located on the Famous St. Johns River, Y2 Mile from the Equally Fish 
Populated Oklawaha River, and Ocala National Forest. 


“More and Bigger Bass are Caught in These Waters Than Any Others in the World.” 


Write or Phone for Reservations 


Phone Pomona Park Exchange 2431 
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E. JOE SCHMIDT, Mgr. 


Welaka, Florida 
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Newman Predicts Dingell Act 
To Release $62,000 Annually 


Florida will annually receive an estimated 
$62,575.95 for fishery restoration and man- 
agement projects under the new Dingell- 
Johnson Federal Aid to State Fisheries Act 
recently signed into law by President 
Truman, according to Coleman Newman, 
director of the Florida State Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission. 


The sum places Florida in the relatively 
low position of 23rd among those states 
receiving a major portion of the Federal 
funds, Newman stated. With an estimated 
$46,931.96 coming from Federal apportion- 
ments of the 10-percent excise tax on sport- 
fishing tackle, and the remaining $15,643.99 
being contributed by the State itself, Florida 
ranks far below such states as California and 
Michigan which will receive an estimated 
$176,000 each. 

Other states which will receive over 
$100,000 each, and which rank far ahead 


of Florida, include Illinois, Missouri, New 
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas and 


Wisconsin. 

“It may seem strange to some that with 
all of its famed game and sport fishing in 
salt and fresh waters, Florida will receive 
such a comparatively small portion of the 
‘Dingell’ funds,” Newman said. “But all of 
those states which rank so far ahead of 
Florida are those which have a uniform 
fishing-license regulation under which almost 
all sport fishermen are required to have 
licenses. In comparison, an estimated 75 
percent of Florida’s fresh-water fishermen, 
and all of its salt-water fishermen, are 
exempt, for various reasons, from purchasing 
fishing licenses.” 

Under the Dingell-Johnson act, Newman 
explained, 60 percent of the Federal funds 
are distributed among the states in the same 
ratio that the number of fishing licenses sold 
in each state bears to the total sold in all 
the states. Remaining 40 percent of the funds 
are distributed to the states in the same 
ratio as the total land and water area of 
each state bears to the total area of all the 
states. 

While such states as Michigan demand 
that practically all fresh-water fishermen be 
licensed, and California, in addition, de- 
mands that all of its salt-water fishermen 
also be licensed, Florida exempts all fisher- 
men using poles in the county of their legal 
residence, all children under 15 and all resi- 
dents over 65 years of age, or an estimated 
75 percent. In addition, Florida requires no 
license for salt-water fishing. 

These exemptions resulted in Florida sell- 
ing only 1.8 percent (or 274,016) of the 15 
million fishing licenses sold in the United 
States in 1949, Newman said. 
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‘That panther is right around close, 
fellows. Let’s not scatter out too much.” 





New Club Organized 
In Franklin County; 
Hardison President 


APALACHICOLA~—Richard Hardison was 
elected president of the Franklin County 
Sportsman’s Club during a recent organiza- 
tional meeting attended by 51 persons from 
all sections of the county. 


Directors elected unanimously included 
William F. Randolph, Sam Wing, Charles 
Gander, of Carrabelle; Herman Hays, of 
Eastbay; and Dr. Terry Bird and Mr. Wad- 
dell, of the Bay City Fish Camp. The newly- 
elected directors then chose Randolph as 
their vice-president and Dr.* Bird as secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


Forty-two residents signed up as members 
of the club upon invitation by President 
Hardison, and the gathering then heard a 
talk given by Coleman Newman, director of 
the State Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission, who congratulated the club on its 
organization. 





“Home of Fightn’est Black Bass in the World’”’ 


Pickett’s Fish Camp 


“On Beautiful Oklawaha River’’ 


One of the nine best fishing holes in America, 
as appeared in LIFE Magazine. 


MODERN CABINS e@ TACKLE e@ 
BOATS e@ MOTORS 
EUREKA, FLORIDA 
For Reservations: 
PHONE 6003 BLACK, OCALA EXCHANGE 


BAIT 
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MIDWAY PARK 


ON DEAD LAKES 


MODERN CABINS 


BOATS AND GUIDES 








SOUTH STATE OIL CO. 
BULK PETROLEUM HAULERS 


TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 








OPO OL OLA GAGA AAO 


LONE CABBAGE CAMP 


BLACK BASS FISHING 
ON FAMOUS OLD ST. JOHN’S 
(Seven Miles West of Cocoa) 


PPB POPP PAPA APrAA °B“eA*“eA>~B ~~ 


FOR PRIZE WINNING BASS 
COME TO 


MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA 


For additional information write 
MOUNT DORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Mount Dora, Fla. 





OPPO BBB PPP PPP PPADS, 
LEE‘’S LODGE 


Panasoffkee’s Finest 
MODERN CABINS - WONDERFUL FISHING 
In Beautiful Magnolia Shores 


Write for Reservations, or Call 
Phone—BUSHNELL 2927 
SID LEE & SON 
Panasoffkee, Fla. 


PB BP PPL PrP >>> LB >» >»>eB>»-BP»eBo>»~>»“»s 
DOC LaFEVER’S FISHING LODGE 
The Best in Fishing 
at 


WELAKA, FLORIDA 
(Putnam County) 
Cc. D. ANDERSON—Owner 
Phone—POMONA PARK 2453 





POPP POPOL” 


ANDERSON’S 


INVERNESS HARDWARE COMPANY 
SPORTING GOODS 


COURTHOUSE SQUARE 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 


Citrus County @ The Sportsman’s Paradise 


(PPP OPPOPOPOP LP PPP AeA Aa >a, 


A. P. OLIVER, SR. 


SPORT FISHING GUIDE 


Full Accommodations @ Reservations Only 


Phone Pomona Park 2651 
WELAKA, FLORIDA 





POE AARAARARAA RII IIA PPA PDP PPG 


TOM’S FISHING CAMP 
MONTVERDE, FLORIDA 
(On Lake Apopka) 
COTTAGES e BOATS e MOTORS 
BAIT @ GUIDES 
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BILL‘S CAMP 


LAKE PANASOFFKEE, FLORIDA 
MODERN COTTAGES e FINE FISHING 
PHONE BUSHNELL 2051 








MODERN COTTAGES e@ TRAILER COURT 
BOATS e MOTORS e TACKLE e BAIT 


Where the Big Bass Bite 


Palm Garden Fishing Camp 


A. E. BUSE, Owner 


At Dead River Bridge on U. S. Highway No. 
441 between Leesburg and Tavares 


TAVARES, FLORIDA 





SMITH OILS, Inc. 


RED SMITH, Owner 
“On Your Way to Lake Jackson”’ 
AMMUNITION @e GUNS e TACKLE 
HUNTING LICENSES 


Tallahassee, Fla. 


1859 N. Monroe Phone 2-2741 











ROGERS FISH CAMP 


On Lake Griffin --- North Canal Street 
BOX 433 e LEESBURG, FLORIDA 
Modern Housekeeping Cottages 


Motors, Bait and Tackle 








The Sport Tho 2, 5 


eFishing Tackle eSporting Goods 
e Athletic Equipment 
eGuns eAmmunition eTackle Repairs 
440 W. Forsyth St. — Phone 4-6821 
JACKSONVILLE 2, FLORIDA 








PACETTI‘S CAMP 


Highway 13 — 29 Miles from Jacksonville 


BOATS - CABINS - GUIDES 
Black Bass - Bream - Speckled Perch 
ST. JOHN’S COUNTY 
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FLORIDA 





DINE AT 


BRITT’S CAFE 


WEWAHITCHKA, FLORIDA 
GOOD FOOD AT REASONABLE PRICES 
Where Sportsmen Meet to Eat 





Box 348 


Rod ‘n’ Reel Court 


7 Miles East of Leesburg 
“On the Shores of Beautiful Lake Harris”’ 
MODERN BRICK COTTAGES 


Telephone 142 


TILED BATHS 
Tavares, Florida 


STEAM HEAT x4 
J. F. Sparks, Manager 





Martin’s new, tempered aluminum ‘‘Fish- 
tail Propeller,’’ is a great improvement, 
weighs under 8 lbs. and powerful enough 
to propel 18 ft. boat with one hand, works 
in grass you can’t row through, acts as 
rudder while you cast. It really is the 
fisherman’s pal. Price $25.00. Write 


MARTIN’S FISHTAIL PROPELLER 
6599 Haines Rd. St. Petersburg, Fla. 


ener errr en ener eres rr 
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Conservation 





On his way home after organizing the 
Buckingham Boys’ Club, County Judge 
Hiram Bryant, well-known jurist, conserva- 
tionist and youth leader in Lee County, was 
struck down and killed by an automobile on 
August 22, 1950. 


Born in Fort Myers in 1911, Judge Bryant 
devoted the majority of his 39 years to youth 
educational and correctional work, despite a 
physical handicap. In his life-long civic 
efforts, he undoubtedly erected a monument 
tor himself in the hearts of his neighbors and 
iriends by his untiring work for and with 
young people. 

Graduating from the Lee County High 


Loses Friend 


School in 1931, Hiram Bryant was always 
interested in sports and athletics, and it was 
while he was acting as a lifeguard teaching 
younger boys how to swim that he suffered 
a crippling arthritis attack. By 1932 he was 
completely paralyzed, but finally partially 
recovered and began studying law. 

By 1940, he was moving around expertly 
on crutches, and began to stump the county 
for the office of Justice of the Peace, which 
he won. In 1941 he was elected County 
Judge after standing propped up on the Lee 
County Courthouse steps while making his 
speeches. 

During World War II, when Lee County 
juvenile delinquency hit an all-time high, 
Judge Bryant turned his office into a refuge 
for the “small fry” with their troubles. By 
day he handled the business of his office, 
and by night he showed moving pictures, 
taught boxing and other sports, and sympa- 
thized with the boys who flocked together 
under his leadership. 

On February 15, 1945, his dream of a 
boys’ club materialized, and in the following 
years many similar youth organizations 
sprang up in neighboring communities under 
his guiding hand. 

Shocked by the loss of a friend who, in 
39 years, has accomplished so much with so 
little, a group of public-spirited Lee County 
citizens have organized the Judge Bryant 
Memorial Committee with the objective of 
erecting a modern boys’-club building as a 
memorial to Judge Hiram Bryant. 


Tommy Lines Passes 





Thomas M. Lines, 37, Florida game agent 
representing the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, died at a Tallahassee hospital Sun- 
day, September 24. His death resulted from 


injuries sustained several days earlier when 
his automobile overturned while returning 
from official business in Jacksonville. 


Lines was well known by sportsmen and 
conservationists throughout the state. He 
served as a wildlife officer for the State 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
from December 1937 to 1942. At that time 
he assumed his duties of game agent with 
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. He was 
given a leave of absence to serve with the 
U. S. Marine Corps. Upon his release from 
the Marine Corps, he returned to his duties 
with the Fish and Wildlife Service and re- 
mained in that capacity until his death. 

Agent Lines was born in Quincy and is 
survived by his wife, two small children of 
Tallahassee; his mother, Mrs. Sally Lines, 
two brothers, G. R. Lines and W. D. Lines, 
and a sister, Mrs. W. D. Monroe, and two 
children by a former marriage—all of Quincy. 

Funeral services were conducted at 
Quincy. Some of the state’s outstanding 
sportsmen, game law enforcement officers 
and conservationists served as acting hon- 
orary pallbearers. 
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HOW TO KEEP HUNTING A SAFE SPORT 


By ROBERT IRWIN 


T LEAST 95 per cent of all hunting ac- 
vA cidents each year due to firearms can 
be avoided if every gunner will acquaint 
himself with the fundamentals of safe gun 
handling and constantly practice them. These 
fundamentals are simple and serve a dual 
purpose. First, they help keep hunting a 
safe sport and, second, they make for better 
marksmanship. There is no excuse for care- 
lessness in gun handling, whether the wea- 
pon be loaded or not. The cardinal rule of 
gun safety is “Treat every gun with the 
respect due a loaded gun. 

Always remember to NEVER point a gun 
at anything you do not want to shoot. Never 
leave your gun unattended unless you un- 
load it first. Never climb a tree or fence 
with a loaded gun. 

Simple, easy to remember and easy-to- 
follow rules, these, but so very, very im- 
portant to your own safety and that of your 
companion. 

Carry only empty guns, taken down or 
with the action open, into your automobile, 
camp or home. Whenever you pick up a 
gun, whether you are indoors or outdoors, 
ALWAYS first point the muzzle of the 
gun in a safe direction and examine the 
piece carefully to make sure whether or 
not it is loaded. 

The pointing of a loaded gun toward a 
companion is a violation of every principle 
of good sportsmanship. It is the unpardon- 
able sin of shooting ethics. Do it just once 
and you have lost the respect and comrade- 
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ship of your companion, and branded your- 
self as either a thoughtless novice or a 
careless, dangerous shooter with whom it 
is unsafe to go afield. WATCH THAT 
MUZZLE! Never indulge in “horseplay” 
with firearms. This foolhardy practice has 
caused many fatal and near-fatal accidents. 
The leaving of loaded guns unattended 
is extremely dangerous. A companion may 
pick one up thinking it to be unloaded. If 
it is propped against a tree, car or post, a 
frisking hunting dog may bump against it, 
knocking off the safety and stepping on 
the trigger. These things have happened! 


When you are resting in the field or 
woods, always lay your gun down flat, pre- 
ferably unloading it first and with the 
muzzle pointing away from everybody. No 
one can enjoy a lunch looking down the 
muzzle of a gun, loaded or unloaded. 


In climbing over fences or obstructions, 
always first pass your gun over to your 
companion, or pass it through the fence and 
lay it on the ground. A stumble or a fall 
might prove disastrous. 


Before loading your gun, always make 
sure that the barrel and action are free from 
obstructions. Foreign matter in the barrel 
causes more “blown up” guns than any 
other factor. Should you stumble badly or 
fall and: your gun muzzle touch the ground, 
always unload and look through the bore 
to be sure that it is not clogged with mud, 
snow or other substance. 
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Fisherman’s Paradise 


Famous for Bass and Sports Fishing 


ROUTE 1, APOPKA, FLORIDA 


Ww 


TCMA Registered Trailer Park @ Clean Rest 
Rooms @ Laundry Facilities @ Modern Cot- 
tages @ Restaurant @ Boat Service e Fishing’ 
Supplies @e Camp Store. 


Ww 


FUN AND ECONOMY FOR THE ENTIRE 
FAMILY! 


Ww 


For Reservations, Write: 
Route 1, Apopka, Florida - Phone Apopka 3734 


CAMP MACK 


16 Miles East of Lake Wales on the 
Kissimmee River 


ALWAYS GOOD FISHING 


10 Modern Cabins Equipped for Light 
Housekeeping ® 30 Boats (dry) 
Motors ® Tackle 
8 


RATES: $29.00 TO $50.00 PER WEEK 
LEON DENTON, Owner and Operator 
P. O. BOX 863 LAKE WALES, FLA. 


LIVE BAIT FOR SALE 


200 Red Worms 
200 Large Wigglers 
200 Gray Crickets 


WHOLESALE BUYERS 
1,000 Red Worms 
2,500 Red Worms 


All worms packed 100 worms to cup with 
ample feed to keep for two weeks if stored 
in cool, well ventilated room. Orders shipped 
same day received. Prepaid. 


GILBERT’S FARM 


CHIPLEY, FLA. 


FOR EXCELLENT 


BASS FISHING 
COME TO 


ORANGE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 


New Sportsman’s Guide—on request 


ORANGE COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


P. O. Box 2706 Orlando, Florida 


BLACK BASS FISHING IN FLORIDA 


Spend your fishing vacation at Camp George on the beautiful 
St. Johns River located between Big and Little Lakes George. 
Year ’round fishing. No closed season. One and two bedroom 
cottages completely furnished, with bath, kitchen, and screened 
porch. Gas for cooking, electric refrigerator, innerspring mat- 
tresses, good boats, and native guides. We try to make your 
vacation a restful and enjoyable one—write for complete in- 


formation, 
CAMP GEORGE 
P.O. Box 270 Huntington, Florida 
Phone Pomona Park, Exchange 2588 
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“Satisfying Customers for 22 Years’ 


GUNS REPAIRED 


\\ \ 


© Cut \\ & 









REPAIRS 
MADE ON 

ALL MAKES 
ROD AND REELS 










® Reblued 
® Refinished 












Have Your Gun 
Checked Now 







FISHING 







MAIL ORDER 
BUSINESS 
HANDLED 

PROMPTLY 


FLORIDA GUN AND LOCK 
408 Zack St. SERVICE ph. 251251 
TAMPA, FLA. 















OM con 


WORLD‘S BEST 
TURKEY CALL 


Almost magic the way 
turkeys respond. It must 
give them the love call. 
The best you ever saw. 
Clucks, putts, and yelps. 
They will come. $3 post- 
paid. Money refunded if 
not satisfied. 


TOM GASKINS. Box W. Palmdale, Florida 


TOMS ‘ti FLIES 





$£°40 
Per Doz. 
PERSONALIZED 






TIED TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS 
ORDER DIRECT e@ GIVE SPECIFICATIONS 


GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 
+ KE T 
F~ & f- €& 


Nothing Too Difficult ® Speedy Delivery 


P.P. PAID WITH CASH or ORDER C.O.D. 
NO STAMPS PLEASE! 


TOM’S FLIES 


P. O. BOX 9296 © TAMPA, FLA. 
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If you have questions concerning hunting, fishing, camping, guns, or ammunition, address 
them to PROFESSOR SMARTY, FLORIDA WILDLIFE, TALLAHASSEE. He’ll do the rest. 


Q. Fishermen always argue pro and con 


regarding waves from high-speed out- 
board motors and skiff or speed hulls. 
Believe there’s much less disturbance 
from boat passing at 20-30 m.p.h. be- 
cause only foot of motor and small por- 
tion of boat touches water. When you 
cut speed to 5-10 m.p.h., the boat bogs 
down, creating waves big enough to 
wash nearby boat-fishermen into the 
treetops, and disturb their fishing for 
several minutes. When I run past at 
top speed, I’m only trying to get out 
of their way with the least amount of 
disturbance. Will you tell me if I’m 
right or wrong in this? — “UNCLE 
MOSE,” Panama City. 


A. Yes and no. It all depends on size and 


type of your boat and motor, distance 
between the two boats, and the type 
of water that you are cruising. Some 
high-speed boats are so constructed that 
they lose steerage at slow speeds and 
cannot be properly maneuvered. Med- 
ium-class boats can be operated at both 
slow and fairly fast speeds. On the 
other hand, if you're running through 
a slim channel bordered by land or 
islands, waves from many high-speed 
boats will rebound from side to side 
and raise havoc with nearby boats. 
In open water, of course, the resulting 
disturbance is much less. However, 
Pilot rules for waterways state the pow- 
ered boats must give way to unpowered 
boats such as sailboats, and, by exten- 
sion, drifting or anchored boats. In 
other words, unpowered boats always 
have the right of way over any pow- 
ered boat. In addition, it’s the unwrit- 
ten rules of the waterway that powered 
boats will slow down when passing a 
motionless boat to avoid throwing a 
standing person into the water by un- 
expectedly rocking him. This also re- 


Q. 


duces collision danger to a minimum, 
and gives you time to avoid cutting his 
fishing line, or snarling it around your 
propellor, and gives him time to get 
his plug or float out of your way. Any- 
one who has ever seen a high-powered 
boat crash into an anchored one will 
always slow down to a safe speed when 
passing an unpowered boat—by which 
is meant a_ sailboat, rowboat, slow 
motorboat or an anchored boat. 


Are the following rumors fact or fancy: 
1. It is against the law in Florida to run 
your bird dogs in the woods other than 
during month of October and during 
the quail season. 2. Quail have no dis- 
cernible scent during the mating period. 
3.A covey of quail moderately shot out 
will produce more young than a covey 
that is not shot into at all._—A. R., Mi- 
ami. 


1. Wildlife Code of State of Florida: 
Rule 16.02, “Training Dogs—Restric- 
tions. Bird dogs may be trained during 
the period between October 1 and No- 
vember 20, in open territory with the 
aid of a pistol firing a blank or solid 
ball. The use of shotgun or rifle for 
training dogs is prohibited.” Rule 16, 
“Persons may take quail and game an- 
imals during the open season therefor 
with the aid of a dog.” 2. Biologists 
state that, so far as known, quail scent 
does not ever vary. 3. False. 


What is an invertebrate?—B. S., Talla- 
hassee. 


Any animal without a backbone. 


Is a speckled perch and a crappie the 
same thing in Florida?—J. L., Orlando. 


Certainly. 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE 





“MISTER JOE” 
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saw the short, stocky man standing 
quietly there. 

“Evening, said Joe Atkins, pleas- 
antly. 

“Yup, grunted the man. “Open the 
door for me?” 

Politely, Mister Joe opened the 
door, and as the man walked in, Joe 
followed right at his heels. “By the 
way, he said, “got any squirrels 
around camp?” 

The hunter spun on his heels, the 
wood clattering to the floor as he 
snatched up the rifle and fired at Joe 
Atkins. 

But Joe, with the inborn quickness 
of a woodsman, swung his arm down 
to knock the rifle aside and the shot 
thudded harmlessly into the wall. 
Quickly disarming the hunter, Joe 
loaded him into the car and drove 
slowly into town. At the judge’s office, 
another mark was entered on foe At- 
kins’ record of successful convictions. 

Yes, it takes courage to rate the 
title of “Dean.” 

It also takes a willingness to work. 
Joe Atkins once counted five counties 
in the district that he covered on 
horseback. Ranging wide over Jack- 
son, Liberty, Gulf, Calhoun and 
Franklin counties, Joe, early in his 
career, covered an area running from 
the Georgia border down to Cape San 
Blas in the Gulf of Mexico. And he 
efficiently enforced the conservation 
laws of Florida throughout that en- 
tire area. 

As one old-timer recently admitted: 
“I always made sure I had a fishing 
license back in those days, because, 
sooner or later, no matter where you 
were, Joe Atkins was bound to catch 
up with you.” 

§ JOE ATKINS says today: “I'm still 
A foolish about this job. I'm still not 
ready to quit, and I guess I never 
will be. Pd rather be a wildlife officer 
for nothing than be retired with a full 
pension.” 

To be the “Dean,” one must also 
have faith in his work, especially when 
the work is conservation. Back in the 
early days of the Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, things were 
not as easy, financially or otherwise, 


(Continued on Page 28) 
OCTOBER, 1950 


PBB BPP PP PPP PP PPP PPP PPP BRP PRP PP PPP PRP PPL EDP ADAP 


FLORIDA’S FINEST FISHING AND DUCK HUNTING 


STEM-ETHEREDGE CAMP 


On Lake Okeechobee 
3 miles northeast of Lakeport on State Road 78 


For reservations write or telegraph: R.F.D. No. 2, MOORE HAVEN, FLORIDA 
MOTORS e GUIDES e CABINS e MEALS e TRAILER SPACE e TACKLE SUPPLIES 


Agents for Johnson Motors 6 


FISH! HUNT! SWIM! RELAX! 


Grimes’ 
Moonrise Camp 





Modern Housekeeping Cottages right on the 
lake, with Electric Refrigerators, Gas Stoves, 
and Hotel Beds. 


NEW PLYWOOD BOATS e NEW MOTORS 


On famous Lake Tsala Apopka, Citrus County, 
between Inverness and Floral City, 
on U. S. 41 


J. J. GRIMES 


FLORAL CITY, FLORIDA 


“We Cater to Special Parties” 


LOUIS PAPPAS 
Famous 


RIVERSIDE CAFE 
AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


SEAFOODS, GREEK COOKING AND SALADS 
OUR SPECIALTY 
SHELL FISH IN SEASON 
AT SPONGE EXCHANGE 


TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA 


PHONE 6263 





JOHNSON MOTORS 
SALES %* SERVICE 


BOATS @ MARINE SUPPLIES 
CONNELLY’S 
MARINE 


TAMPA, FLORIDA 





“Finest Fresh Water Fishing in Florida” 


HERKOMER’S CAMP 


Quiet and restful in beautiful Central Florida, 
Y% mile off U. S. 41 


Furnished Housekeeping Cottages with all 
modern conveniences. 
Bait at all times and a friendly host and 
hostess. 


HERNANDO, FLORIDA 


RATES: $25 to $35 Week, Boat Included! 
BOATS e MOTORS e CABINS e GUIDES 


“A Sportsman's Dream Come True” 
For Reservations, Write Us 














We Have Facilities for Quick Freezing Your Game 


a hn th np at aia i antantntntninta® 





FISHING INFORMATION 
(Fresh or Salt Water) 
REPAIR PARTS FOR ALL REELS 
BAIT e TACKLE FOR RENT 
SMOKED SEAFOODS 
(Mailed Anywhere in U. S.) 
Open Sundays and All Holidays 


BENNETT’S SEAFOOD 


PHONE 374 
Causeway Bridge ° 


Cocoa, Fla. 
















A GOOD PEACE TO FISH... 


CHIPOLA PARK INN 


Located on Dead Lakes 
Highway No. 71 
Between Blountstown and Wewahitchka 
MODERN HOTEL 
MEALS @® GUIDES @ BOATS 


Phone 9107, Blountstown, Fla. 
or write 


J. C. STROUD 
P. O. Box 184 Wewsahitchka, Fla. 
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Bank of Meibourne 
Melbourne, Florida 
vy 
Complete Banking Service 
Ww 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE 
CORPORATION 


POOP PPPR APPA IPRA PAPO PPA LPA 


Effective July 27, 1950, the name of the 
TALLAHASSEE STATE BANK 
is changed to the 
TALLAHASSEE STATE BANK 
AND TRUST COMPANY 


Calhoun at Jefferson Sts. 
Friendly ® Convenient ® Substantial 


FULL TRUST POWERS 
MEMBER OF THE F.D.I.C. 


BOATS ® MOTORS 
GUIDE SERVICE 


CABINS °®° 
DUCK HUNTING ®@ 


8 
LAKESIDE 
SPORT CAMP 


8 Miles North of Moore Haven 
On West Side of Lake Okeechobee 
On State Road 78 
& 

A. A. BECK, Owner 


Route 2 MOORE HAVEN, FLA. 
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BLACK BASS WATERS 
Upper St. Johns System 
100 Miles of Fun for the Plug and Fly Caster 


BOATS e MOTORBOATS e LODGING 
GUIDE SERVICE 


CAMP POINSETT 


Phone 899 Box 627 Cocoa, Fla. 


Fish and Deer Mounted 
By 
VICTOR DRAPEAU 


TAXIDERMIST 


Have Your ‘Prized”’ 


North Redington Beach 
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 
18103 Ist St. East Phone 9-6042 


ARIPEKA ON THE GULF 


ARIPEKA FISH CAMP 


WATER FRONT LOTS FOR SALE 
Fresh Water Bass, Red Fish, Snapper, 
Tarpon, Trout 
SALT WATER FISHING 
Aripeka, Florida W. H. Robinson 





Fishing “VACATIONERS” Baits 
Hunting Motors - Boats Guides 
PARADISE DELUXE COTTAGES 
By vay, Week, Month or Season 
EVERY MODERN CONVENIENCE 
Overlooking Lake Tsala Apopka, on Road 200, 
three miles north 
HERNANDO, FLORIDA 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Chappell 


PHONE 2489 C7 P. O. BOX 7 





CABINS 


BOATS 


“On the Withlacoochee’’ 


FLGRAL CITY, FLORIDA 
HUNTING 


FISHING 






NEW MODERN CABINS 


SUTTON’S LODGE 


NEW HOTEL BEDS 
HERNANDO, FLORIDA 
BAIT - MOTORS - BOATS - GUIDES 
‘Follow the signs east oj Hernando”’ 
ON LAKE TSALA APOPKA 


{vy A GOOD PLACE TO EAT x 
LEONARD SWEAT’S 


S and W 


DINING ROOM AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
U. S. HIGHWAY 41 — PHONE 3004 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 
“Where All Good Sportsmen Gather”’ 





















FREE! FREE! FREE! 
FISHING OR HUNTING INFORMATION 
Stop at 


MILEY’S GULF SERVICE 


Junction U. S. 41 and Florida 200 
Garage HERNANDO, FLA. Road Service 
MARINE GAS AND OIL AVAILABLE 


Always Good Fishing and Hunting Near Here 





Use Live Bait! 


THE LIVE BAIT HOUSE 


Gateh Wore Fish: . <i 


TAMPA 
Worms - Tackle 


7303 Florida Avenue 
Shiners - Eels - Minnows - 


Containers furnished FREE for long distance 
hauling — Phone 32-3453 
OPEN: Sat. and Sun., 4 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Week Days, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Open Anytime by Appointment 
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“MISTER JOE” 
(Continued from Page 27) 





as they are now. The entire country 
was deep in the throes of its worst 
depression, and men were starving on 
the streets of the cities. 

When the Commission, then known 
as the Department of Game and Fresh 
Water Fish ran out of money, and 
went $80,000 into debt, and had to 
borrow finances to operate on, Joe 
Atkins still had faith in his work. So 
much faith, indeed, that he kept on 
working for many months without any 
salary, paying all of his expenses out 
of his own pocket. He did this be- 
cause he believed then, as he believes 
now, that conservation work in Flor- 
ida is the most interesting and valu- 
able career that a man could possibly 
have. 


And take a lesson from this—in those 
days the 40 game wardens (as they 
were then known) were expected to 
furnish all their own equipment, in- 
cluding transportation, and they drew 
a flat $75 per month salary, with no 
expenses allowed. 

Through it all, Mister Joe com- 
manded the respect of all who met 
him, and won many a new friend 
over to the work he was performing. 

ow what else would a man need 
N to become tops in his chosen pro- 
fession? Merciful justice, perhaps? 

Can a law enforcement officer be 
both merciful and just at the same 
time? 

Well, as Joe says, “I don’t want 
to be hard on anyone just because I 
can do it.” By that, he means that 
he has always tried to temper his ar- 
rests with his own special brand of 
mercy. 

In the case of the sobbing woman, 
who carried a squirming baby in her 
arms, Joe said: “Lady, I'm really sorry, 
but you were fishing illegally, with- 
out a license, and I'll have to take 
you in. But, if your story is true, I’ll 
gladly pay your fine for you.” 

Later, finding upon investigation 
that the sobbing lady actually did 
need food for her family, Joe Atkins, 
out of his own finances, sent her a 
side of beef and other staples of food. 

Is that being both just and good? 

Another time, Mister Joe arrested 
two boys for fishing without a license. 
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Sea Breeze Restaurant 
By the Bay 


* 


Specializing in 
SEAFOOD 


* 


22nd St. Causeway 
Route 541 


‘TAMPA, FLORIDA 


RAISE WILDFOWL! 


Your opportunity to secure an established 
business. Largest collection of wild ducks, 
wild geese, swans, pheasants and peafowls 
in the Southeast. 


MORE THAN 75 VARIETIES 


In a small town, on a large fresh 
water lake. 


If interested write for particulars. 


BOX No. 7, c/o FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
Tallahassee, Florida 









atch A RECORD BASS 








in Lake County, Florida 


el World’s best bass fishing. giant size large- 
mouth...world’s record small-mouth came 

: from these waters. Hundreds of beautiful lakes. 

fr /\ Fine up-land hunting. Complete facilities for sport 
AGS id. and rest. Plenty of excellent accommodations at 
i MA ke reasonable rates. Write for free illustrated folder. 
National Fresh Water Bass Tournament, Leesburg, Jan 15- 
Mar. 15 . . . Winter Vandalia, Eustis, Jan. 31-Feb. 3 


Room10, Lake County Chamber.of Commerce; Tavares) Fla,- 









Will lease 6,000 acres for Hunting Lodge 
in Hamilton County, 6 miles of river front, 
fine duck lake, lots of quail, squirrel, 
turkey, deer and fine fishing. 


CANAL TIMBER CORP. 
Perry, Florida 


Owner: 


HUGGINS SUPPLY COMPANY 


Hardware and Paints - Builders Supplies 
Housewares - Furniture - Electrical 
Appliances - Farm Supplies 


FISHING AND HUNTING HEADQUARTERS 
MERCURY MOTORS 


A. J. Horne, Owner Melbourne, Florida 


WISHING STONE 


Open 24 Hours...% Days a Week 


FISHING TACKLE e REEL PARTS 
FISHING LICENSES 


BOATS AND MOTORS 
Sold All Hours j 
CABINS e GAS AND OIL \ 


4% Miles South of Inverness — U. S. 41 
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Questioning them, he found that the 
boys, carrying a tent in their boat, 
had illegally fished all the way from 
Columbus, Georgia, down the Chatta- 
hoochee River to Apalachicola, Flor- 
ida, and were working their way back 
again. They fished their way because 
money was scarce. 


Naturally, Joe immediately arrested 
them, took them into the county judge 
for trial and then bought them enough 
provisions to. take them safely back 
home again to their homes and par- 
ents, without, incidentally, any more 
illegal fishing. This made the boys 
so happy that they remembered Joe 
Atkins to the extent of later sending 
him a box of candy as a token of their 
respect. 


Well, now we know that we have 
a man here who is honest, courageous, 
strong in mind and body, just, merci- 
ful and willing to work. What else 
shall we look for before approving 
his title of “Dean”? His background? 
His family? 


Joe Atkins’ father was a man who 
worked the good, moist earth of Ala- 
bama. In the year 1844, one year be- 
fore Florida was taken into the Union 


Fishing and Hunting e Boats e Motors 
Fishing Tackle @e Guides @ Deep Sea 
Charter Boats 


Little § hipper 


On the Withlacoochee River 
MR. & MRS. C. O. MASSEY, Proprietors 


Ww 
SODA SHOP ® GRILLE ® MODERN 


CABINS WITH KITCHENETTES 
| TACKLE SHOP 
Ww 
FRESH AND SALT WATER FISHING. 
DEER, QUAIL, TURKEY, DUCKS, DOVES, 
SQUIRRELS, BEAR AND WILDCATS. 


Ww 
PHONE 29 W 1 


WwW 


BOX 37, YANKEETOWN, FLA. 









PD THE SOUTHLAND AT ITS BEST 






f MEANING... 
+ The Gedz in Fishing SS 
+ The Geoz in Hunting : 
+ The Geo i » Arcomead: 


i * The Zest j in CHusprinity 
my eiret w 


oe CHAMBER or COMMERCE yy 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 







tw 
Ua es\ 
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as a state, this Alabama farmer set- 
tled near Blountstown. Those were 
the days of slaves and plantations. 


To this man and his wife were 
born seven children, four of whom 
were boys, and one of whom was 
Joseph M. Atkins. All of the seven 


children, incidentally, are still living. 
| 


‘0 sHow the physical strength that 
T pioneers must have, we need only 
mention that Joe Atkins’ father died 
at the age of 91% years after running 
a half mile over to see his sister. His 
mother before him had died at the 
age of 96. So Joe Atkins today, at the 
comparatively young age of 72, should 
have a long and full life ahead of him. 


The first memories of Joe and his 
brothers and sisters was the deep 
blasts from a steamboat whistle that 
signaled the unloading and loading 
of spirits, cotton, meat, flour, corn, 
turpentine, and other essentials of 
pioneer life. 


Before he took up his career as a 
Florida Wildlife Officer on August 
22, 1929, under State Game Commis- 
sioner C. C. Woodward, Joe had 
served as a deputy clerk of the circuit 
court for eight years and also worked 
in a box sawmill for a time. 


He married a sweet woman on 
March 16, 1916, and, although there 
were no children born of that wed- 
lock, Joe Atkins regards all the kids 
in town as he would his own children. 
In return, the children call him “Bud- 
joe,” the nickname that was given to 
him in Blountstown over 60 years ago, 
and the nickname that the Blounts- 
town children will remember him by 
60 years from today. 

So this, then, is the man who is 
known as the “Dean of Florida Wild- 
life Officers.” He is a man who stands 
alone at the top of his chosen pro- 
fession. 


He is a man to remember. 


WEIRD REPTILES 
MONKEY VILLAGE 
TROPICAL BIRDS 
GIANT CROCODILES 
‘RARE WILD ANIMALS 
HERDS OF ALLIGATORS 


OPEN DAILY 


9 A.M. TO 6 P.M. 








RATTLESNAKES IN Renee 


isr PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 
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Florida’s Best Fresh Water Fishing Grounds 


EAGLE’S NEST FISH CAMP 


Seven Miles North of Leesburg 
12 MODERN CABINS WITH KITCHENS 
RESTAURANT AND GROCERY 
if you fly, drop in on our 2,300 ft. runway. 
JERRY GARRIOTT, Owner 
Leesburg, Fiorida Lake County 





Phone 320-L Box 211 £Apalachicola, Florida 


ABERCROMBIE FISHING LODGE 
On Apalachicola River 5 Miles from City 
BOATS, MOTORS AND CABINS AVAILABLE 
HENRY ABERCROMBIE 


TALLAHASSEE MOTOR HOTEL 


100 TOP-GRADE COTTAGES 
U. S. 27, Alternate 90—1 Mile Downtown 
IN THE CENTER OF EXCELLENT FRESH 
; AND SALT WATER FISHING 
GOOD HUNTING 


Lee Bailey’s New Fish Camp 
CABINS e BOATS e BAIT AND TACKLE 
Highway 71 
13 Miles South of Blountstown, Fla. 
SCOTT’S FERRY CHIPOLA RIVER 





MODERN ROOMS PRIVATE BATH 
Reasonable Rates 
Stop At 


SATSUMA HOTEL 
“HOME OF FINE FOODS” 
DEAD LAKES --- WEWAHITCHKA, FLA. 
Fresh Water Fishing of the Best 





“GOING FISHING?”’ 
Stop by 
OTIS DAVIS SERVICE STATION 


BAIT, TACKLE, AND LICENSE 
WEWAHITCHKA, FLORIDA 


Wewahitchka-Panama City Highway 


Write or Call 


VAUGHAN'’S SPORTING GOODS 


127 S. Broad St. Thomasville, Ga. 
For 


ANY KIND OF GUN OR AMMUNITION, 
REELS OR TACKLE 


PHONE. 804 


MAUDE’S SNACK SHOP 


On Highway 98 


“Home of the famous Apalachicola Oysters 
and Seafoods’’ 


Apalachicola, Fla. 


We Sell Fishing Licenses for Your Convenience 





BOATS AND PADDLES 
Juniper @ Cypress e@ Plywood 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 


STRAWN VARIETY SHOP 


PHONE 238 P. O. BOX 982 
BLOUNTSTOWN, FLORIDA 
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NOW THEY ARE GONE 


(Continued from Page 7) 





came. They tried again the next year, 
and the next. For ten years, the At- 
lantic salmon beat against that dam as 
they strove vainly to reach their 
only spawning grounds. 

Then the work was completed. The 
deed was done. The salmon of the 
Connecticut were exterminated. So 
thoroughly were they wiped out that 
when, in 1872, a single, solitary sal- 
mon appeared to continue the vain 
quest like a lost crusader, the fisher- 
men did not know what it was. So 
the last Connecticut salmon disap- 
peared into the dusty pages of history. 


Not only on the Connecticut River 
was this scene repeated. No, but 
throughout New England the sordid 
play was staged. Streams were pol- 
luted, dams were constructed, conser- 
vation was unheard of, and slowly the 
Atlantic salmon passed away. Now 
they are found abundantly only in 
Maine and Canada. 


Once they swarmed like a silvery 
stream. Now they are gone. 


Listen. Oh, listen as we rip another 
page from this bloody book. 


Once the great, gentle forests of 
God covered the midwestern states 
of our nation. Birds sang merrily in 
the tops of the giant trees, and busy 
ants ran hurriedly up and down the 
trunks, while below the squirrels chat- 
tered in the cooling shade. 


Up rose the lumberjacks with the 
keen-bitted axes, and behind them 
came their bosses who were soon to 
be millionaires. The axes rang, the 
lumberjacks toiled, the trees toppled, 
and the bosses counted their greasy 
money. 


Now they are gone. Gone are the 
lumberjacks. Gone are the _ bosses. 
Gone are the trees. 


la URRIEDLY, now, thumb through this 
book of history that drips with the 
tales of vanished trees, fish, animals, 
ore, soil and water. Again and again 
has this gruesome play been staged. 

Have you a picture of it in your 
mind? Perhaps you are thinking that 
it is like a dark, dismal cemetery of 
destruction. And in it you have erect- 
ed a white cross of death for the 
vanished forest, and one for the At- 


Subscribe to FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


Magazine—$1.00 a year. 





lantic salmon, the passenger pigeon, 
the seals, the snowy egrets and the 
buffalo. 

But do not stop there. Erect a stark 
white cross of death for these that 
have also died. Wait as we call the 
names from the bloody roll. 


One for the roseate spoonbill, the 
scarlet ibis and the Carolina para- 
keet of Florida. One for the trumpeter 
swan, the white pelican, the elk and 
the antelope of Minnesota. One for the 
bison, the pelican, the beaver and the 
gray wolf of Georgia. One for the 
sandhill crane, the porcupine, and 
others, of Maryland. One for the an- 
telope, the mule deer, the elk and the 
whooping crane of Nebraska. 


Add one for the heath hen, the 
wolverine, the martin and the harbor 
seal of New York. Add one for the 
dust-bowl of Oklahoma. Add one for 
the polluted waters of Pennsylvania, 
Illinois, Georgia, Florida, and any 
other state that you care to name. 
Add one, a large one, for the whales 
that once were sought by a thousand 
sailing ships. 

Add one, add one, add one. 

On and on the roll of death and 
destruction continues. 


“But these are the black deeds of 
our fathers and forefathers,” you cry. 


Yes, but more names are being 
written in the book of blood every 
day, every week, every year of your 
life. 


As you read this, the nation is 
being caught up in the throes of short- 
age caused by a destruction of land. 
The earth is being drained of its 
resources. Even now, men are trying 
to dam the rivers and streams of the 
National Forests and Parks, turning 
them into nothing beautiful. Ore is 
being ripped from the ground, oil is 
filtered from the land. 


Anp now the miniature deer of the 
Florida Keys are making their last 
stand. Perhaps it will not be too long 
before we can add their names as an- 
other bloody chapter to our book. 

The Florida crocodiles are rapidly 
disappearing. The insidious hyacinths 
creep across the waters like a green 
scourge. All about you the waters are 
being polluted with sewage and gar- 
bage. The marshes are being drained. 
The fish and game are disappearing. 

What is your answer to this? 

On the one hand you have Destruc- 
tion. On the other hand you have Con- 
servation. 


Make your choice. 
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THE DISAPPEARING PANTHER 
(Continued from Page 9) 


ther that was caught in a trap by one 
front foot. The dog rushed in and 
seized the panther by the throat and 
was promptly disemboweled by one 
lightning-like stroke of the free fore- 
paw. 

The only place in Florida where 
panthers are still present in sufficient 
numbers to offer a reasonable oppor- 
tunity for successful hunting is the 
Everglades. Even there they are be- 
coming so scarce that it may be neces- 
sary to place severe restrictions on 
their hunting so they may once again 
attain their rightful place among the 
wildlife of Florida. 

Joseph C. Moore, Everglades Na- 
tional Park Naturalist, and other ex- 
perienced woodsmen, concur in the 
author’s opinion that there are prob- 
ably not more than 20 panthers re- 
maining in the Everglades. 

Panthers are generally born in Feb- 
ruary in the Everglades, after a ges- 
tation period of approximately 95 
days. Young panthers weigh about 1% 
pounds at birth. Their development 
is not unlike that of domestic cats. 
They open their eyes at the age of 
eight or nine days and are able to 
move around freely when they are 
a month or so old. Normally they 
must be nursed for only four or five 
weeks, but may continue to nurse 
until six months of age or older if 
permitted to do so by the mother. 

RIoR to the birth of the young, 

the mother panther seeks a spot 
secluded from others of her kind. In 
Florida the den site may be a dense 
thicket, a hollow tree, beneath the up- 
turned roots of a windfall, or in any 
similar sheltered place. The first solid 
food of the young is brought by the 
mother to the den. As the young ani- 
mals grow they become less and less 
dependent on the den site, and when 
they are about one-third grown may 
begin to wander with the mother. 
They learn to hunt very early in life 
and are probably capable of taking 
care of themselves at the age of three 
or four months. 

In Florida, panthers breed at the age 
of two years. Upon reaching maturity 
the males are considerably larger than 
the females. Females generally aver- 
age around 100 pounds in weight; 
males around 140 pounds. 

Much has been said about the 
scream of the panther. Many people 
claim that the panther can and does 
scream, others claim that it cannot. 
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Actually, the panther makes a variety 
of sounds. One call that is given par- 
ticularly by females during the mat- 
ing season sounds like the overgrown 
meowing of a house cat, and could 
easily be likened to the scream of a 
woman—particularly if one is alone 
on a dark night deep in some Ever- 
glades swamp. Most of the sounds of 
the panther appear to be magnifica- 
tions of the common calls of the house 
cat. 

In spite of its size and tremendous 
strength, there are only rare _ in- 
stances of the panther attacking man. 
One such case occurred in Washing- 
ton State in 1924 when a boy 13 years 
old, sent on an errand to a neighbor- 
ing ranch, was waylaid, killed and 
partially eaten by a panther. On the 
other hand, there are numerous re- 
ports of panthers following humans 
apparently out of curiosity. In such 
cases the panther almost always flees 
as soon as the person being foliowed 
makes some sort of aggressive ges- 
ture. 

Panthers can be tamed easily if 
taken from the mother at a very early 
age and have been known to remain 
docile and affectionate after reaching 

(Continued on Page 32) 





“A little more to the south, fellas. | think 
I’ve got him spotted now.” 





ISTACHATTA HUNTING 
AND FISHING CAMP 
CABINS @ BOATS e@ BAIT @ KICKERS 
For Information and Reservations, Write: 
E. E. ‘“‘Dink’’ LOGAN 
P. O. ISTACHATTA, FLORIDA 









Catch Fish! Catch Fish! Catch Fish! 


MUD RIVER FISH CAMP 
“The Best Fresh and Salt Water Fishing”’ 


Four Miles West Weekiwachee Springs 
on State Road 50 


YOU CATCH THE BIG ONES HERE 
HERNANDO COUNTY — Ott Cook, Owner 





Located for Best Fishing at Bass Capital 


ST. JOHNS FISHING LODGE 
HUNTINGTON, FLORIDA 
(Across from Ocala National Forest) 
MODERN COTTAGES e@ PRIVATE ROOMS 
BOATS @e MOTORS e BAIT @ GUIDES 
RESTAURANT AND GROCERY 
DAN JOINER 


ATTENTION FISHERMAN ! ! 

Don’t worry about fish striking when you go 

fishing. . . . Worry, will your reel work when 

fish are striking? For complete check-up... 
See “TONY” at 


THE TACKLE BOX 


3907 Nebraska Ave. TAMPA, FLORIDA 
REELS REPAIRED 





IN ALL FLORIDA, NOTHING LIKE THIS... 
One of Florida’s best lakes for Bass and Perch. 
Fishing delightfully secluded in a land of roll- 
ing hills near the famous Bok Singing Tower 
and exciting Cypress Gardens. Excellent food 
at popular prices. 


HOTEL BONAIRE 


Albert Wing, Mgr. Lake Wales, Florida 





GOOD FISHING AND DUCK HUNTING 
Reasonable Rates 


THE OASIS 


MODERN CABINS FURNISHED COMPLETE 
BOATS, MOTORS AND LIVE BAIT 
For Reservations Write 


The OASIS, R. D. 1, Lake Wales, Florida 





Boats @ Guides @ Cottages @ Trailer Park 
reature: DUCK HUNVING 


Grape Hammock Fishing Camp 
On Lake Kissimmee 
25 Miles East of Lake Wales 
Guy S. Fugit - Ed. C. Chandley 
Route 1 LAKE WALES, FLA. 













FISHERMAN’S CORNER 
302 W. Tennessee St. Tallahassee, Fla. 
Everything for the Fisherman 
WE SPECIALIZE IN CRICKETS AND WORMS 
OF ALL KINDS 
L. C. KELLY, Owner 


Fishing License for Sale PHONE 3-0404 





THREE LAKES LODGE 


Housekeeping Cottages, all on the lake shore. 
Sand Beach @ Spacious Grounds 
COMPLETE FISHING ACCOMMODATIONS 


BOX 116 @e PHONE 53 BLUE e TAVARES 
1 Mile West of Tavares on Route No. 441 


Please mention FLorma WILDLIFE when answering ads. 31 

















THE DISAPPEARING PANTHER 


(Continued from Page 31) 


maturity. As with most cats, how- 


ever, their disposition is uncertain. 
A full grown panther is hardly de- 
serving of recommendation as a pet, 
except for someone who thoroughly 
understands the animal and is willing 
to take the chance of serious injury. 
One is inclined to doubt this state- 
ment after observing Lester Piper 
playing with a cage full of grown 
panthers at Bonita Springs. Never- 
theless, the fact remains that the pan- 
ther is a powerful animal easily ca- 
pable of killing the strongest man. 

HE panther is exclusively a meat- 
rhs eater. Under the conditions that 
existed when the white man first came 
to North America its principal food 
was deer. This situation continues to 
exist where deer are abundant in 
panther territory. It is quite likely 
that in Florida, due to the relative 
scarcity of deer, panthers have now 
turned their interest to other forms 
of prey. According to the authors’ 
experience, and the experience of other 
hunters, it seems quite likely that the 
raccoon may now form the bulk of its 
diet in the Everglades. Panthers will 
undoubtedly eat most any kind of 
wild animal of suitable size, or me- 
dium sized birds, rabbits, turtles, alli- 
gators, or snakes. Two trappers in the 
Everglades reported finding the re- 
mains of a six foot alligator killed by 
a panther. As reported previously, 
semi-wild hogs, where available, are 
a favorite item on the menu. The au- 
thors know of two instances where 
full grown cows, heavy with calves, 
were killed. In both instances only 
the unborn calf was eaten. This ten- 
dency to remove the unborn young of 
animals they kill is also a character- 
istic of the panther of the west. 

The panther is a very powerful ani- 
mal. There are records of its killing 
elk, horses, and cattle more than nine 
times its weight. Not only does it 
frequently kill animals much larger 
than itself, but it sometimes drags 
them for considerable distances. 

In some sections of the country pan- 
thers do considerable damage to live- 
stock, including sheep, goats, horses, 
and cattle. This situation has rarely 
been found in Florida in late years, 
even when the panther was. occupying 
territory in which cattle were abun- 
dant. 

If such a situation does arise, there 
is no reason why systematic control, 
aimed principally at the particular 
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individuals doing the damage, should 
not suffice to stop livestock losses. 
The question of damage to deer by 
panther always arises in any discus- 
sion of these animals. There is no 
question that panthers will eat deer on 
occasion, but in destroying panthers 
for the deers’ sake, perhaps we are 
destroying one excellent game animal 
for the benefit of another of perhaps 
less value as an individual. When con- 
sidering the importance of panther 
predation on deer, one should recog- 
nize the fact that the panther may 
serve a useful purpose in destroying 
weak or diseased deer. This factor is 
of minor importance in Florida at 
present, but might become consider- 





‘This is the spot Corson mentioned all right. 
‘Follow the canal until you come to a fork 
in the road’.”’ 


ably more so if deer become numer- 


ous. In some sections of the west, 


where panther and similar natural 
enemies of the deer were too string- 
ently controlled, deer multiplied to 
such an extent that they destroyed 
their food supply, became weak and 
diseased, and were eventually the vic- 
times of disastrous die-offs. A notable 
example of this situation occurred in 
the Kaibab National Forest in Ari- 
zona. 


ANTHERS were at one time well 
distributed throughout Florida. 
At present they are confined largely 
to the Everglades region, although oc- 
casional individuals are reported from 
other parts of the state. For example, 
during the 1949-50 hunting season, 
there was an authentic report of a 
panther being killed in western Tay- 
lor County. The panther is capable of, 
and habitually makes long journeys, 
and it is possible that these isolated 
occurrences result from panthers wan- 
dering from their usual haunts. 
Undoubtedly many of you readers 
have seen or heard panthers in Flor- 
ida, or at least have seen their tracks. 
Quite likely these encounters with the 
panther have remained as highlights 
of your experiences afield. Would you 
not like to insure that future hunters 
might have the same thrill? Let’s stop 
condemning the panther on_ sight, 
weigh carefully his worth, and where 
possible, help conserve him—recogniz- 
ing him for what he is—a beautiful, 
powerful, interesting, wild animal well 
worthy of being an occupant of Flor- 
ida, America’s last frontier. 


FISCAL REPORT 
GAME AND FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION 
AUGUST 31, 1950 





Cash with State Treasurer..:........... 


Disbursements: 
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Receipts: 
Sale of Licenses 
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WOMMEPClAl .5. 28.45 6 se eles ee a 
Court: Costs Collected: «nk. ccc os 


Collections for 1949-1950 Licenses 


Sale of Magazine Advertising..... 
Sale of Magazine Subscriptions.... 
OUnGt -BOUICES 2s 22% ‘5 boc Sele bts a oes. 


Accounts Payable: 


Due County Judges (overpayments) 
Cancelled Warrants «i. 2. oFecn ewes. 
Hendry County Deer Fund.......... 
Unencumbered Balance............. 


9 tG; 101.8. 4 <6 


Debit Credit 


$282,638.53 


104,127.98 
68,897.33 


$177,134.75 
20,249.80 
1,659.42 
3,287.50 
597.70 
613.75 
2,136.00 


22.25 
152.74 
4,575.00 
245,234.93 


$455,663.84 


Ole. 6 Se Wits Ye” 6 6 Cie 
#8) -6- 16 Oe 'e 2 6 Ble 8 
ee '68 @ ie S © @ 4 9\'0) © 
€.10;6.1'9 (Ene 'O 046 62:67 '@ 
O76) Sue see sere Fiery: w 
Bs Gh he. ae. 6 Bie) 16. Ore 
@ Fe) \6 16 be 6 8 ey 6 ot Ol 
@ & eB ek wl . Delis! 60,8 |e e's © Oe 
oe: © ae 6:8, ee 6 7e_ 07 6 
ta 0! oS ie e ¢ © eS 


$455,663.84 
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STICKS AND STONES 
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GOLDFISH 
Dear Sir: 

In Professor Smarty’s quiz column in the 
August issue of FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
there appears a question from V. S. N. of 
Orlando concerning the use of goldfish as 
live bait. I would like to point out that the 
use of goldfish for bait is not only inad- 
visable because the goldfish are members 
of the carp family, but that in this state 
the use of goldfish for bait is illegal under 
provisions of Florida Statute 372.24. 

This same issue carries an article stating, 
“There will be no. closed days during the 
hunting season. . . .” While this is quite 
true, it is also true that Section 855.04 
Florida Statutes 1941 states that it is illegal 
to discharge firearms either by hunting or 
target shooting on Sunday. It is also true 
that in many parts of the state this law is 
completely ignored by all concerned, but in 
other parts the unsuspecting sportsman sud- 
denly finds himself faced with the prospect 
of a $25 fine. I believe that if FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE would make some mention of 
this outdated “Blue Law,” it would soon be 
removed from the Florida Statutes. 

DAVID O. MELROY 
University of Florida 
Gainesville 


HELLEN BLAZES 


Dear Sir: 

Bob Dahne’s article “Hellen Blazes” in 
August issue of FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
should whet any fisherman’s appetite. I 
have fished this territory for 25 years but 
for the past two years have neglected Hellen 
Blazes, confining my fishing to plugging for 
the big ones in salt water. 

Bob could not have painted a better pic- 
ture of this wonderful territory. He has sold 
me over again, and I can’t wait to get back 
to the floating islands. There, I have not 
only caught many huge black bass, but have 
seen all forms of Florida wildlife, including 
rare birds, deer, turkey and bear. Let’s have 
more articles like “Hellen Blazes.” 

GARLAND W. SPENCER 
Sanford 


IT’S EASIER 
Dear Sir: 

If I don’t mail my old copies of FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE to my brother in Kenmore, 
New York, he always lets me know in a 
hurry. So please find enclosed my _ check 
for $1 for which I wish you to begin send- 
ing my brother a years subscription to 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE. 

C. J. BERNER 
Clearwater Beach 
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TURNSTILE 
Dear Sir: 

In the 7-odd months we have been re- 
ceiving FLORIDA WILDLIFE, I, as well 
as every member of our office have enjoyed 
your splendid magazine very much. I just 
wanted to drop this note to you to express 
our appreciation of your efforts and our 
anticipation for future issues. 

ED MATTHEWS, Editor 
THE TURNSTILE 
Jacksonville 


MICE BAIT 
Dear Sir: 

In reading the article on page 20 of the 
August issue of FLORIDA WILDLIFE re- 
garding use of mice for bait, I wish to state 
that this method of fishing is not new. I saw 
this mouse fishing used 20 years ago in the 
McAlester lakes near McAlester, Oklahoma. 

Mr. Virgil Allen went just a little stronger 
—that is to the extent of piercing the mouses’ 
hides with the hook. I witnessed the placing 
of the hook on the back of the mouse and 
tying it there with fishing line. Then said 
mouse was floated out into the water, aided 
by the breeze, and when he reached the 
“end of his rope,” he was unceremoniously 
dumped into the water. 

But the irony of this sort of fishing was 
brought to light when none other than the 
fairer sex came to the rescue of brother 
mouse, stating that this method of catching 
bass was inhumane. The ladies raised such 
a howl that “mouse fishing” was discon- 
tinued. Anyway, it seems to be a lot of 
trouble, and I saw one mighty fisherman 
wrapping up a torn finger where mousie 
had taken out a hunk. 

Along with this missile, let me include 
a bunch of roses on your August FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE. In my opinion, it is the best 
issue yet. I enjoyed it from “kiver to kiver.” 
ROY S. (PIKIE) PIKE 
Jacksonville Beach 


ALLEN CORSON 
Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is $1 for my subscription for 
your highly recommended magazine, FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE. Highly recommended, 
that is, by Mr. Allen Corson of the MIAMI 
HERALD. Being a sportsman myself, and 
intending to go to Florida someday, I am 
sure that your publication will be very much 
apppreciated. 

D. PFENNIG 
Oak Lawn, Illinois 


FOR SALE 


An ideal marketing space for those having 
cutdoor sports equipment, material and 


services for sale. Display advertisements in 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE are effective selling 
aids. Write: Advertising Dept., Florida Wild- 
life, Tallahassee, Fla., for advertising rates, 
spaces and other information. 
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FOOD 


464 Central Ave. 
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 
Ww 


“The Best in Quality Food” 
ied 
EXCELLENT SERVICE AND 
POPULAR PRICES 


AIR CONDITIONED 


ATTENTION! 


HUNTERS and 
FISHERMEN 


We are Distributors for the Following: 

@®PETERS AMMUNITION 

@SAVAGE SHOT GUNS and RIFLES 

@®COLT PISTOLS and REVOLVERS 

@®RED HEAD HUNTING CLOTHES 

@COMPLETE LINE OF FISHING 
TACKLE—ALL MAKES 


Buy through your dealer, if he can not 
supply you, write us. 


Spicola Hardware Co. 
1907 East Broadway 
TAMPA, FLA. 





JOHNSON 
OUTBOARD MOTORS 


SALES AND SERVICE 
ACCESSORIES 
* 
THE FISHING FAVORITE! 
! * 


Those fishing hours and vacation hours are 
much too short and valuable to take a chance. 
Ask any Sea-Horse owner—he’ll tell you “A 
Johnson won’t let you down.’’ When you buy 
a Sea-Horse you get more than just a motor. 
Back of every Sea-Horse is an organization 
that knows how and does put out a quality 
motor sold by expert, friendly, successful 
dealers that know boats and motors and are 
there to help you with your problems. Buy a 
Sea-Horse and be satisfied. 


RUNYAN MACHINE 
AND BOILER WORKS 


800 South Palafox Street 
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 





GATEWAY FISHING CAMP 


Are you wishing you could come to Florida 
this winter to enjoy our sunshine and Black 
Bass fishing? You can afford to come to our 
Camp, located on the St. John’s River. We 


have nothing fancy, but have clean housekeep- 
ing cabins and boats, also motors, guides, live 


bait. Community rest rooms and_ showers. 
$15 & $24 per week. 


H. W. Pugh — Box 45 — Welaka, Fla. 
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Tie FLORIDA 


HANDBOOK 
1949-1950 


compiled by ALLEN MORRIS 


®Over 400 pages crammed full with 
Florida Facts, History, Government, 
People, Places, Resources .. . 
must for any person desiring a well- 
rounded knowledge of Florida... . 
indispensable to anyone wanting to 
have always at his fingertips the 
knowledge about his state all its 
citizens should possess.’’ 


Onder Yow! 


Florida’s only complete reference 
book—-$3.00 post paid 


THE PENINSULAR PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. Box 549 Tallahassee, Fla. 


MOON‘’S LANDING 
MOTORS ® BOATS ® POLES ® BAIT 
BILL MOON, Prop. 

Box 121, Rt. 3 Phone 2-7822 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 
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Two Receive Fines 
For Selling Bass 


Charged with illegally possessing and 
selling fresh-water fish, Alcazar and Edward 
Thompson, of Lake Jackson, were recently 
apprehended by Rhodus N. Hill, assistant 
chief wildlife officer, on charges of selling 
27 largemouth black bass totaling 50 pounds 
in weight for $11.50. 

Both Alcazar, who possessed 12 of the 
bass, and Edward, who had 15 bass, were 
fined $25 for possessing over the legal bag 
limit and $50 for selling fresh-water fish by 
Leon County Judge James Gwynn, it was 
stated. 


New Bird-dog Owners 
Association Formed 


In Southern Florida 


MIAMI SPRINGS — Organization of the 
Everglades Field Trial Association was re- 
cently effected, according to S. F. Murphy, 
president. 

Primary purpose of the association, pre- 
sent members of which own a total of 200 
registered bird dogs, is to improve the breeds 
of setters and pointers, particularly by hold- 
ing field trials to test qualities of competing 
dogs. 

Secondary purposes are the promotion of 
good fellowship among sportsmen, a greater 
refinement in the use of dog and gun, and 
an increase in interest in the conservation 
and propagation of game birds. Members are 
also interested in the enforcement of game 
laws. 

Beginning October 4, meetings are to be 
held every other Wednesday, and South 
Florida field trials will be scheduled in the 
future. 

Officers elected include S. F. Murphy, 


| president; Fred Kaiser, first vice-president; 


Pete Conrad, second vice-president; John B. 
Moore, third vice-president; Milton Huning, 
secretary; and George Keen, treasurer. 

Members elected to the board of gover- 
nors include Roy Faircloth, Paul Brinson, 
Charles Burton, Bob Conrad, A. F. Reeder, 
Bob Mills and Dr. Yarborough. 

Other charter members include Ed Ken- 
drick, Jack Kilpatrick, Joe Barock, James 
Shepard, Frank Tipton, James Mason, L. D. 
Wingo, Dick Wolin, George Bolden, C. M. 
Bailey, V. Brill, Voce Babcock and R. H. 
Hammond. 


MOTORS e GUIDES 


SINAR OSS rill > HGCA wee 


On the Beautiful St. Johns River 
7 MILES SOUTH OF PALATKA — ON HIGHWAY 17 
P. O. SAN MATEO, FLORIDA 
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PHONE 841-R2 
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Migratory Bird Laws 
Set for New 1950-51 
Hunting Seasons 


Migratory bird regulations for Florida will 
remain substantially the same for the 
1950-51 season as they were last year, Direc- 
tor Coleman Newman, State Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, disclosed today. 

Regulations released to Newman by the 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service through 
Secretary of Interior Oscar L. Chapman are 
as follows: 

Open season on ducks, geese and coots 
extends from November 27 to January 5. 
Hunting permitted from one half hour be- 
fore sunrise to one hour before sunset, except 
on opening day, when shooting will begin 
at 12:00 noon. Daily bag limit on ducks was 
set at four, with the bag limit including one 
wood duck only. Possession limit is eight. 
Daily bag and possession limit on geese was 
set at two, which can include two Canada 
geese or two white-fronted geese, and in 
addition three blue geese. Daily bag and 
possession limit for coot was set at 15. 

Hunting season for marsh hens and galli- 
nules extends from September 15 to Novem- 
ber 13, with hunting permitted from one 
half hour before sunrise to sunset. Daily bag 
and possession limit was set at 15, including 
a single species or mixed bag. 

Open season on mourning doves extends 
from December 17 to January 15, except in 
Dade, Monroe and Broward Counties, where 
season will extend from October 1 to Oc- 
tober 30. Hunting permitted daily from 
12:00 noon to sunset. Daily bag and 
possession limit was set at 10. 

Director Newman pointed out that the 
regulation barring use of automatic-loading 
or repeating shotguns capable of holding 
more than three shells will continue in 
effect. Rifles of all kinds, he pointed out 
are prohibited in the taking of any migratory 
birds. 

Federal duck stamps will be required for 
the taking of ducks or geese. 


Annual Rally Slated 


For Orange Countians 


ORLANDO — Members of the Orange 
County Sportsman’s Association are slated to 
gather at the Lake Sheen clubhouse on 
November 8 for their annual fish fry and 
barbecue. 

As before, the program will include many 
special entertainment features, such as the 
Ross Allen Reptile Institute show, according 
io James N. Conley. 


Every Florida sportsman should be well 
versed in first-aid methods for treating 
snakebites before venturing into the field 
or visiting his favorite fishing spot. 
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Remer Albritton, St. Cloud, Fifth District wildlife officer displays part of the 550 yards of 
illegal seines that he captured in two days while patrolling Lakes Cypress and Apopka. 





Wildlife Federation 
Holds Annual Meet 
At Welaka Lodge 


WELAKA — Sportsman’s Lodge will be 
host to numerous resident and visiting sports- 
men October 20-22 when the Florida Wild- 
life Federation holds its annual convention 
with Lincoln L. Jacobs, general chairman, 
presiding. 

Entertainment will be built around the 
Coronation Ball, during which the 1951 
Florida Wildlife Queen will be crowned, and 
will be preceded by the customary sports- 
women’s luncheon and outdoor fashion show, 
according to Chairman Jacobs. At the same 
time, the men will be participating in the 
sportsmen’s “Best Liar’s” get-together to see 
who spins the tallest tale. 


For anglers, there will be a skish tourna- 
ment arranged by A. D. Bailey, Fourth Dis- 
trict vice president of the Federation. Others, 
who prefer actual fishing, will be able to 
fish the waters in front of Sportsman’s 
Lodge. Over 50 boats and guides by reserva- 
tion will be on hand to serve the fishermen. 

Evening thrills will be furnished by a fox 
hunt through the wooded section surround- 
ing the lodge, and will be under the guid- 
ance of Capt. C. D. Blount, former president 
of the State Fox Hunters’ Association. 

Annual prizes for various clubwork in 
conservation will be presented at an ap- 
propriate moment during the regular meet- 
ing, the first session of which will be held 
October 21 with Clayton C. Grimes, acting 
president, presiding. The program will fea- 
ture nationally-known conservation authori- 
ties from national organizations, including 
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Riviera Beach Anglers Elect 

RIVIERA BEACH—Robert Underhill was 
recently elected chairman of the Riviera 
Beach Fishing Club, succeeding Robert 
Campbell in the position. 

Other officers elected included Ed Buckow 
and Frank Ardine, first and second vice- 
president; Mrs. Opal White, financial secre- 
tary; Mrs. Antoinette Underhill, recording 
secretary; and Howard Hartung, treasurer. 
Named to serve on the board of directors 
were Capt. Ken Black, Capt. Bert Merrill, 
William F. Layton and Will H. Hughes. 





Ding Darling, “father” of the National Wild- 
life Federation and other such organizations 
established throughout the country. Carl D. 
Shoemaker will be another featured guest. 

Business session will be held October 22, 
when all delegates will report their nomi- 
nating instructions for the coming term. The 
slate of officers recently set up by the 
nominating committee in Daytona Beach 
includes: 

President: Capt. C. D. Blount, Orlando, 
and Clayton Grimes, St. Petersburg Beach, 
incumbent president. Recording Secretary: 
George A. Speer, Sanford, and Howard D. 
Weber, Deland. Treasurer: James Conley, 
Orlando. Delegates will also make other 
nominations from the floor for these offices 
as well as the offices of vice presidents, 
directors and councilmen from the five con- 
servation districts. 
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at 
LAKE JACKSON 
Route No. 27 


MOTORS AND BOATS FOR RENT 
FISHING TACKLE e BAIT 


MIDWAY FISH CAMP 


6 Miles South of Tavares—Road 19 


Can fish 4 lakes—Avopka, Carlton, 
Beauclaire, Little and Big Lake Dorn 


BOATS yy BAIT yy MOTORS xy CABINS 





BASS FISHING DUCK HUNTING 


CAMP OKEE-SIMMEE 


BOX 655 
OKEECHOBEE, FLA. 


Modern Cabins Boats, Motors, Guides 
Every Convenience for the Sportsman 





Furnished Houses Excellent Fishing 


LAKE KERR PARK 
VACATION ACCOMMODATIONS 
In Ocala National Forest 
BOATS kd MOTORS wW 
Mailing Address: 
J. W. E. CLARDY 
Lake Kerr Park, Citra, Florida 


edb PROD 


BAIT 








RESTAURANT 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEE 
Our Specialties 
SEAFOODS a K. C. MEATS 
Tallahassee 
318 S. Monroe St. 


Fla, Dial 2-2870 





RAY’S FISH CAMP 


On Road 60, East Side of Bridge, Kissimmee 
River, Lake Wales, Florida 
Bait - Boats - Motors - Guides - Tackle 
Ray Langford, Owner 
LAKE WALES, FLORIDA 





Where the Big Bass Bite 
CABINS BREAM 


GOOD DUCK HUNTING 


THE ANGLER’S CAMP 
LEVY PRAIRIE LAKE 
Highway 21, 5 Miles South of Melrose 


B. M. Barnhill Rt. 2, Hawthorne, Fla. 








WATERFRONT PROPERTIES --- SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 

Salt and Fresh waters, Gulf, Bay, Lake, River locations. Cottages, Homes, Estates; Lots, Acreage in 

large and small tracts, development lands. 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES in Fishing Camps, Lodges, Hotels, Motels, Apartments, Trailer Parks, 
etc., on or adjacent to attractive waterfront territories. Offering sound investments only of carefully 
selected listings this type of property. Complete coverage 16 Counties. No catalog or list published, 
individual requirements clearly defined, receive authentic data. 

Good Listings and Sincere Inquiries Invited. 

H. P. D’ALEMBERTE—Phones: Bus, 2-8554; Res. W-5724 
c/o Louis Oblinger, Realtor (Est. 1918 in Tampa)—205 Franklin St., Tampa, Florida 
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PRINCE MURAT MOTOR 
COURT 


Beautiful, New and Modern 
SPECIAL RATES FOR SPORTSMEN 


New Route 90 at western edge of City Limits 
NICE RESTAURANT 
For Reservations Address 


PRINCE MURAT INN 
709 El Rancho Tallahassee, Florida 





PANA-VISTA LODGE 


On beautiful Lake Panasoffkee and Withlacoochee River, un- 
excelled fishing and hunting. Fresh water fishing for bass, bream, 
crappie and the best wild turkey and squirrel hunting in Central 
Florida, with many small lakes offering excellent duck hunting 
ijn season. Fourteen modernly equipped housekeeping cottages 
with restaurant serving excellent home cooked food. Boats, 
motors, guides, complete line of fishing tackle in stock as well 
as live bait at all times. Write for information and reservations. 
RUFE WYSONG, Manager 


Panasoffkee, Florida Sumter County 


TURNER’S CAMP 


BOATS e CABINS 


74% Miles Northeast of Inverness, Fla. 
“Oldest Camp on Withlacoochee River’ 
GOOD BASS AND BREAM FISHING 













OGLE’S CABINS 


Apex U. S. 41 and Florida 200 
HERNANDO, FLORIDA 
“Equipped for Cooking’’ 

ON LAKE TSALA APOPKA 
BOATS yy MOTORS x: GUIDES ;* BAIT 








WILLIAMSON & STEINMEYER 
WASHINGTON SQUARE BUILDING 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 
REAL ESTATE INSURANCE 





DRURY’S BOAT SHOP 


Fisherman’s Choice 


74th Street and Broadway 
R. F. D. No. 3, Box 219 


PHONE Y. 436604 TAMPA 5, FLORIDA 


MINCEY’‘S CAMP 
Good Fishing 
CABINS ® BOATS ® BAIT 
Lake Astatula 
ASTATULA, FLORIDA 


a ¢ 
Yiming Crickets! 
Raise your own gray Crickets! 
Simple, easy. Complete instructions with 
all orders for selected young breeders. 

Write for prices: 


SALTSMAN ENTERPRISES 
Sumatra, Florida 
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Sportsmen’s Project 
For Quail Raising In 
Palm Beach County 


WEST PALM BEACH—Members of the 
Palm Beach County Sportsmen’s Club have 
a full-fledged quail-raising project underway 
from which they are obtaining excellent re- 
sults, according to John I. Thieme, president. 


Club members have been spending their 
spare hours and Sundays erecting frame and 
concrete laying and raising pens at the 
Club’s hatcheries on Military Trail. A mem- 
bership donation drive is also in progress in 
order to support the various projects de- 
signed to help replenish the depleted quail 
stock in the area. 


Club members in West Palm Beach, Del- 
ray Beach, Jupiter and other Palm Beach 
coastal points have been trapping quail and 
later turning them loose in hunting country 
to the west. 


In addition to that, young quail have been 
obtained from the State Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, while others have 
been purchased from private sources. A total 
of 1,000 young birds plus 100 pairs of laying 
quail are presently being kept by C. E. Hays, 
vice president, who plans to release them at 
the proper time. 


Using Texas and Carolina quail to cross 
with their native stock in the hatcheries, the 
club keeps an accurate pen-check on all the 
laying hens and is presently getting about 
300 eggs a week from the 100 hens. 


The club also confers regularly with other 
nearby sportsmen’s clubs, such as ‘the 
Broward County Rod and Gun Club, Carl 
L. Mayhue, president, in order to keep 
abreast of the latest developments in out- 
door sports. 
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“| told you to wear slacks!” 








Please mention FrormA WiLpDLIFE when answering ads. 








JESSE COOKS 


SEA FOOD GRILL 


SEAFOOD FOR EVERY TASTE 
* 


TARPON DOCK 
* 


Phone 9235 221 East Beach Drive 
PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 





Motors Cabins 


HUBER’S 
SPORT FISHING CAMP 


HUNTINGTON, FLORIDA 
On the St. Johns River 
4 Miles South of Welaka 
HAROLD HUBER STANLEY HUBER 


Boats 


FISHERMEN’S HEADQUARTERS 


“We have worms that really wiggle.’ 


WORMS SHIPPED $7.00 THOUSAND 
FF. O. 5. 


NALLS HARDWARE 


LUTZ, FLORIDA 





LAKE IAMONIA LODGE 
R, F. D. No. 1 --- TALLAHASSEE, FLA. 
FLORIDA’S BEST 
FISHING e DUCK HUNTING 
Boats - Motors - Bait - Tackle - Guides 


20 Miles South Thomasville, Ga. 
20 Miles North Tallahassee, Fla. 


ANGLER’S PARADISE 


Fishing Tackle of All Kinds 
PARTS & REPAIRS 
Fishing Licenses for Sale 
2819 W. CERVANTES ST., PENSACOLA, FLA. 
PHONE 6096 — A. W. Roberts, Owner 





BROWNSVILLE TACKLE SHOP 
FISHING LICENSES @ FISHING TACKLE 
REEL PARTS AND REPAIRS 


914 North “O” Street, Pensacola, Fla. 


CHAVIS-GILMORE COMPANY 


Buy Your Fishing License Here and Make 
This Your Headquarters for Your 
SPORTING GOODS 
41 E. Wright Street 


Phone 84639 Pensacola, Fla. 


SKIPPER’S FISHING TACKLE 


Exclusive Dealer in Everything for the 
Fisherman 


408 East Wright Street 
FISHING LICENSES 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 
PHONE 2938 PENSACOLA, FLA. 





FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


Whitehead Top-notch 
Magazine Salesman 
For Florida Wildlife 


Top-ranking FLORIDA WILDLIFE sub- 
scription salesman to date is Walter White- 
head, Ft. Myers, assistant chief wildlife 
officer for the First District, who sold a total 
of 219 magazine subscriptions in the elapsed 
time of three and a half days. 


Whitehead, who never sold magazines 
before, used several psychological approaches 
in hanging up his phenomenal record. 
Operating on the basis that everyone likes 
to help others, Whitehead first set up a 
block-subscription scheme whereby he sold 
subscriptions for local organizations such as 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boys Club, Hos- 
pital and Old Mens’ Home to public-spirited 
businessmen and concerns. When _ they 
learned that they would be donating sub- 
scriptions to children, invalids and others 
who would appreciate the reading material, 
the sponsoring concerns were only too happy 
to purchase blocks of 10 subscriptions for 
the worthy cause. 

Then Whitehead beat his feet on the 
street for a while, selling single subscriptions 
to one and all, using another psychological 
approach. This time he carried a ledger 
listing all those who had bought subscrip- 
tions from him, so that those who were 
about to buy could see the names of their 
friends and acquaintances who had already 
taken subscriptions. 

Whitehead’s main selling point was that 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE would acquaint the 
prospect with the game and fish of Florida 
which really belonged to him. He also em- 
phasized the point that a subscriber might 
like to subscribe for friends and relatives. 


Prospective advertisers for FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE magazine are advised that 
unauthorized persons have been re- 
ported as fraudulently soliciting and 
selling advertising for FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE. 

Potential advertisers are therefore 
warned that the only persons author- 
ized to solicit advertising and collect 
advertising money for FLORIDA 


WILDLIFE are regularly employed per- 
sonnel of the State Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, and have up- 
on their person at all times an offi- 
cial letter of introduction and author- 


ization. 

Before discussing FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE advertising with any salesman 
or collector, please insist upon seeing 
that all of his credentials are in prop- 
er order. 


OCTOBER, 1950 





EE TE 





DOGS 


BIRD PUPPIES, 8 months old, out of 


good stock. Mr. Bill Wilder, Box 375, 
Inverness, Florida. 


FISH AND GAME ATTRACTIONS 


ATTRACT WILD DUCKS, improve fish- 
ing. Plant natural food, many kinds 
adapted to Florida waters. Described in 
free illustrated book. Write describe area, 
receive free planting advice. Game Food 
Nurseries, P. O. Box 371, Oshkosh, Wis- 
consin. 


WEARING APPAREL 


COGBURN CLOTHING CO. — Every- 
thing for the Man and Boy — Curlee 
Suits, Knox & Stetson Hats, Botany 
Ties, Manhattan Shirts, Florsheim, 
Friendly and Fortune Shoes, Interwoven 
Socks. A complete stock of nationally 
advertised merchandise. — Phone 5171, 
Panama City, Florida. 


COTTAGES 
BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking 
facilities, Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, 


boats and bait. Box 388, Tarpon Springs. 
Phone 2473. 


GUNS—AMMUNITION 








Excellent shape, 30-06 Army rifle made 
into sportster with 2% power Weaver 
scope mounted, $60.00.—L. A. Ramsey, 
Bushnell, Fla. 





FOOD SUPPLIES 





DIXIE LILY MILLING CoO., of West 
Florida, Chipley, Florida. Distributors of 
Dixie Lily Meal, Grits, Flour, Rice, 
Syrup, Dried Beans and Peas, and the 
famous Spanish Yellow Rice Dinner. 


FISH BAIT 


EARTHWORMS, domesticated hybrids 
for soil building, fish bait or propaga- 
tion. Ask for free literature and prices. 
Williams Hatchery. 1121 N.W. 5lst St., 
Miami 37. Fla. 


RESTAURANTS 


ROBERT ARNOLD’S RESTAURANT— 
Enjoyable Food in Pleasant Surround- 
ings—a la carte service. Plenty of park- 
ing space. Owned and operated by Bill 
Minchin, Chipley, Florida, intersection 
U. S. 90 and Florida 77. 


TAXIDERMY 


HI-GRADE TAXIDERMY, most modern 
process. Guaranteed work. Fish a spe- 
cialty. — FLORIDA WILD ANIMAL 
RANCH, 4th Street N. at 48th Ave., St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 





Please mention FLornmA WILDLIFE when answering ads. 


THAldlife Trading Post 


The Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed for SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sports equipment, services, etc. Classified advertisements 10c a word per insertion, payable in 
advance. Minimum advertisements 15 words or $1.50. Initials, 
numbers count as words. (No blind box-number ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
to: Wildlife Trading Post, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 











abbreviations and groups of 






FISHING LICENSES, ETC. 
SPORTS — Black Bass, Bluegill Bream 
and Shellcrackers abound in Washing- 
ton County’s 300 lakes and 300 miles of 
running streams and they bite year- 
round. Come here for the best fresh 
water fishing in Florida. When in Chip- 
ley, stop at our modern station for bait, 
tackle, licenses and fishing information 
as well as one-stop service for your car 
24 hours every day in the year.—GULF 
SERVICE STATION, intersection U. S. 
90 and Florida 177, Chipley, Florida. 
George Watts, Jr., Proprietor. 








FLEA RACING 


IF YOU’RE interested in holding a flea 
race in your local community and need 
special breeds of fleas, such as dog fleas, 
rabbit fleas, grass fleas, or guaranteed 
quick-starting, high-jumping, acrobatic 
fleas, why not try advertising your needs 
in the Wildlife Trading Post? Reason- 
able rates. 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


TIRED of punching time clocks? Look- 
ing for small, private, part-time business 
of your own that needs only a small 
capital investment? Why not try digging 
earthworms in your back yard and then 
advertising them for sale in the Wild- 
life Trading Post? Reasonable rates. 


SWAP SHOP 


YOU CAN swap off your old fishing 
tackle, hunting equipment, motorboats 
and sports accessories via a small ad- 
vertisement in the Wildlife Trading 
Post. Reasonable rates. 





REAL ESTATE—RESORTS 


A PERFECT home overlooking a beau- 
tiful lake or river with the finest black- 
bass fishing in the world can be easily 
bought or sold by advertising in the 
Wildlife Trading Post. Reasonable rates. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


IF YOU’RE in the market to buy or sell 
miscellaneous outdoor sports equipment, 
services, etc., the ideal place to express 
your needs is through the Wildlife 
Trading Post which reaches outdoor- 
lovers in all walks of life. 


TRAVEL—ADVENTURE 


IF YOU’RE looking for a traveling com- 
panion for an adventuresome trip to 
the far-reaches of mysterious Tibet, the 
strange territory of Florida’s Tate’s Hell, 
or a prospecting trip to South America, 
you will find that you’ll receive quick 
inquiries from an advertisement placed 
in the Wildlife Trading Post. Reasonable 
rates. 
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HOS, 3 
Me Rein Sets: 


as is a magic place with 


a magic name that automat- 
ically makes millions of citizens 
think of a beautiful sub-tropical 
climate, wonderful ocean beaches, 
rich citrus crops, and incomparable 
fishing. 

Really, Florida and fishing are as 
Damon and Pythias, or ham and 
eggs. Over the length and breadth 
of the state may be found count- 
less lakes and streams, lordly rivers 
and thousands of miles of unmatched coastlines, 
bays and inlets. Everywhere, the urge to go 
fishing in salt or fresh waters can be fulfilled 
within a matter of minutes, for at every turn of 
the road another lake or river comes into view, 
and another peaceful spot on the shoreline in- 
vites the angler to drop in a fishing line. 


Right here is where the members of the Florida 
Outdoor Writers Association enter the picture, 
for this association of newspaper, magazine and 
radio writers and commentators has an unlimited 
opportunity to exercise that precious American 
heritage —freedom of speech. The individual 
members speak freely and fully about the thing 
that they love—the outdoors—and they try their 
best to do so in a fitting manner that will extoll 
rather than abuse the virtues of this State. 

We, at times, are bound to make mistakes, for 
the one who never makes a mistake is the one 
who never accomplishes anything. But, if in 
making our mistakes we are intelligent enough 
to profit from the experience, we have gained 
something. i 


Over in my little section of Florida, I like. to 
go all out in trying to interest boys and girls, 
and mothers, in the benefits to be obtained by 
participating in the great health-giving sports 
such as fishing and hunting. I use a tag-line on 
my evening radio programs: “It is so much better 
to go fishing with your son than to go hunting 
for him,” and it has brought me innumerable 
letters and cards which tell how much this state- 
ment means to sO many people. 


Another subject in my daily columns deals 
with the industrial and municipal water pollu- 
tion. In my mind, this condition, so prevalent 
throughout Florida, is, without doubt, the most 
serious problem we have relating to better fishing 





Murphy 


in this State. Only by continued 
hammering away at this subject 
will we ever correct this scourge of 

_ polluted waters. Here again is 
where F. O. W. A. members play 
an important part by informing and 
educating the public as to what is 
needed. 

Then there is the red-hot ques- 
tion of commercial fishing in our 
fresh waters; a question having 
many angles, and many of the out- 

door writers differ widely on this subject. -It is 
needless to attempt to say much about this 
problem here, but I do think this would be an 
opportune time to state my thoughts about the 
Florida State Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission. 

_ In my humble opinion, the Commission has 
accomplished so much good for the sportsmen of 
Florida that any mistakes are comparatively 
small. As stated in the first part of this article, 


the lad who never makes a mistake is the lad 


who is not doing anything. Reams of news 
releases have told of how the Commission is 
riddled through and through with politics, but I, 


for one, do not believe this is true. 


However, I do believe that politics are being 
foisted into the setup, but not by members of 
the Commission. It appears at this time that 
certain interests will again try in some manner. 
to gain a truly strong foothold in Commission 
affairs at the next session of the Florida ‘State 
Legislature. | 


+ Let us all hope that this will not come about, 
~and right here, again, is-where the boys and girls 


of F. O. W. A. can throw the light of day on the 
whole mess—IF and when it does crop out 
again. — . 

Thanks much for the use of this corner for my 
thoughts, and more power to this fine magazine. 


BD saad ices «2 


Outdoor Columnist 
JACKSONVILLE JOURNAL 
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Sporstman-Notice : 


Both Sire and Dam are NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 


: 7 ‘ Winners 
ARIEL—Triple National Champion—p.og.ced 58 — Wins 220 





AMAZON VILLAGE-GIRL—National Champion— fy inners, 10 — Wins 25 


-+» ARIEL ACE+*= 


PRODUCED 19 WINNERS — 90 WINS 
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ARIEL ACE is a splendidly WINNERS PRODUCED BY 





<p bred individual from two 

ab National Champions, who has AE a ; 

i demonstrated convincingly . Ace’s Deuce ........ 9 wins 
abe his ability to produce pup- © Amita a2 25.3610 7 wins 
ob pies with CLASS e SPEED Ariel Boy 24 sies08 2 wins 
“lb @ BIRD SENSE @ BRAIN Artel Jake «..<c..<.1 9 wins 
om Ariel’s Hoosier Boy.. 7 wins 





as and ABILITY. 
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Yo 

















o ‘ Ariel’s 
ab Imperial Blondie... 3 wins . 
af a 
mS iel’ i 5 wi 
“ie ARIEL ACE has produced 19 ae Ee esp af 
ale winners with 90 wins. Ariel’s Radar ...... 10 wins abe 
ale Ariel Trojan Jake.. 4 wins bs 
ae e ASUISEE in 2s 5e eas 9 wins ay 
We Expeditious ........ 5 wins oe 
\ ARIEL ACE is an _ extra- Frank McGonigal .. 2 wins we 
ordinary prepotent sire and High Ariel ......... 1 win ee 
5 breeders are urged to give : : 7 
al careful consideration to this * Madam Air Coupe.. 4 wins ab 
+ opportunity to use his... : Midway Jake ...... 1 win PN) 
of eas 4 oh : : * E Neversink Tyace ... 2 wins “\ 
Yo ; - he : ¥, Samdy ....ccsseccee 1 win ) 
( e . : ow “ . : — ae ' a Snaparoon .......%: 8 wins ale 
eb ARIEL ACE is a supreme Speed Treat ....... 1 win “hb 
al bird dog himself as well as 90 wins ab 
a a field trial producer. : . b 
; is 3 
ARIEL ACE. : 
eb We will have for sale after October 15, several finished shooting dogs and puppies. ) 
e Both shooting’ dogs and puppies are from the best lines in the United States and Eng- 
: land. If you want bird sense, power, personality, class and ability you have to have 
obs BLOOD LINES. Ariel Ace has the top blood lines in America today. 
+ 
j RETURN SERVICE IF YOUR BITCH FAILS TO WHELP—ALL CORRESPONDENCE ANSWERED 
mx 






—ADDRESS ALL INQUIRIES TO— 






STUD FEES 
$50 — Payable 
at Time of Service 


BLOOD-LINES 

BIRD DOGS R. E. FAIRCLOTH 
: 567 HUNTING LODGE DR. PHONE 88-3000 MIAMI SPRINGS, FLA. 
erberbeadenonBeaehen a aherkana obnka shea ihr iaherknuhaikih sikh ohio hidiahiheiak 
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It’s a fact. Months were spent on research and fish-testing 


OPBBEABPPP PrP 


aR. in the heart of America’s best proving grounds by the “House 


of Barracuda’s 
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top flight craftsmen and anglers to perfect 
this really super fresh water combination. Fish-happy fisher- === 
men predict they will be No. | on the national tackle parade. Pre 
So -- if it’s BASS, SPECKLED PERCH (CRAPPIE) or TROUT 


you're after, be sure you have this super combination of guar- ===> 








anteed fish-getters in your tackle box. mn 


SURE BET 
FOR BASS 
























Here’s the MIDGET’S brand new twin brother designed to dive 
deep down into the lair of those big ol’ fellers. The brilliant 
colored scales, correct weight and natural deep running mo- 
tion guarantees plenty of deep down action. Scientifically de- 
signed plastic body -- will not swell or waterlog. A natural for 
casting, trolling, or spinning. Packed in transparent plastic box 
: of many uses. Colors: gold or silver scale. Weight 3/8 oz. 





Winning acclaim all over the country for its fish-getting rec- 

| ords! When you watch its terrific fish-teasing actions you’. 
| know why. It dives and bobs just like a live minnow. Made of 

| plastic -- never swells or waterlogs, correctly weighted and 
balanced for true, easy casting or spinning. Packed in individual 
transparent plastic box which has many other uses. Colors: gold 

or silver scale. Weight 5/16 oz. , 






YOUR FAVORITE TACKLE STORE HAS 'EM A 
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